
My first encounter with
steel guitars was prob-
ably the slack key

sounds of 50’s and 60’s
Hawaiian music, then some of
the older bluesmen in the late
60’s and early 70’s. When I
saw them up close and finally
held one I was stricken with
lust for one! (I still have not
gotten one!) Used in the old
days, steel guitars allowed the
artist to be heard above the
noise of the crowd. It amplifies
itself! The first “green” guitar!
Finding Spencer Bohren back
at home in New Orleans and
then seeing him caressing his
steel and then seeing John
Mooney on stage at Jazzfest
with his steel prominently dis-
played on stage and many
other performers this year with
their steels, made it very

apparent to me that this issue
should focus on Acoustic play-
ers and steel guitar players.
Enjoy!

As the economy sinks or
tightens the one man or
woman band is becoming
more practical and popular! I
think it is harder to get up in
front of an audience by your-
self without a band to support
you. Sacred Steel Guitars! A lit-
tle corner of the world that
had its share of steel guitars
was Florida’s famed music
mecca—The Bamboo Room in
Lake Worth, FL Although Big
City Blues’ Junior & Sugar
have never been to the
Bamboo Room, many artists
and music industry friends had
nothing but good things to say
about it and its owner Russell
Hibbard. I like good stories

about clubs so we are featur-
ing the Bamboo Room in this
issue even though the story
has a dark side. The club is
closing May 31, 2008 hopefully
temporarily! Support live
music! Support the clubs
before they disappear!

Festival season is in full
gear! We had a wonderful
April/May with the great 7-day
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage
Festival! My 22nd straight
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Precious. my precious, sacred steel children.

Big Chief Monk, Dr John, Junior and Cyril Neville backstage 
the Acura Stage at Jazzfest 2008.

Mr. Tater, a steel & the
Sunflower River, Clarksdale, MS
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year! The Ponderosa Stomp, The
Blues Music Awards, Delta
Groove’s Revue at Ground Zero in
Clarksdale, MS with Big City
Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s out-
door stage with Big City Rhythm &
Blues Magazine’s orchestra featur-
ing musical director—Dave Fields,
on keys Dave Keyes, on 2nd guitar
– Dave Hughes, on harp – Billy
“Dave” Gibson and the “sixth”
man off the bench-Deak “Dave”
Harp and also special thanks to all
the musicians who showed up and
played especially the local musi-
cians. Thanks to the Shack Up
Inn—Bill & Guy, John Ruskey,
Mr. Tater and everyone at Delta
Groove Productions and Rand &
Kelli. Robert and Margaret White
and Sugar & I had a ball with our
booth and stage! See you next
year!

We have so many festivals to
go to in this next issue and it’s
hard to choose. See our recom-
mendations on our Social &
Pleasure Club on page 25.

I do want to encourage our

readers to check out Steel
artists Taj Mahal and
Richie Havens in lovely
Windsor, Ontario on the
banks of the Detroit River
in July at BluesFest
International www.the-
bluesfest.com. Up North
on the great Michigan
River—Lake Michigan-
where Sugar & I were
married almost 10 years
ago is the Dunegrass
Blues Festival. It will roll
on for the first time with-
out our friend and broth-
er Mike Vandenberg. You
can check out two more
“steel” brothers there
(and much more), Richie Havens
and Papa Mali. Check out
www.dunegrass festival.com.          

Check out all the festivals, on
our festival page 25. And keep the
music alive and buy the artists
CDs! Feed it!

Rolling on the river of musicol-
ogy in America I have come across
another link to musicians—the
rivers and most importantly the
Mississippi—-the Big Muddy. As a
companion piece to the Voice of
the Wetlands issue we will explore
the river, river stories and river
blues in our next issue.(if you
have any “River Blues stories, let
me know at blues@bigcityblues-
mag.com). Our guide is river man
and Clarksdale’s bluesman John
Ruskey. So I’ve got to push off to
explore America’s rivers and river
blues stories. I’ll get back with
you. Let the river be with you!
Down by the river!

Check out Backstage Gallery’s
newly premiered www.backstage-
gallery.com.  We will be interview-
ing photographers and graphic
artists all summer all over
America. Look for Sugar, Junior,
Dick Keskey and Tom Weschler
because we will be looking for
you! Do you have film in that
camera?

Holy Blues! Gotta Get Me A

Job!
It’s here! Our 4th sampler On

The Road With Big City Rhythm &
Blues Magazine. This one was pro-
duced in the big city—New York
City. Our friend and colleague
Dave Fields put it together. Class
act. Class job. Thank-you Dave
from Sugar & Junior. Thanks to the
musicians who gave us a cut to
share their music with the Big City
Rhythm & Blues Magazine world
and our wonderful subscribers.
This CD is not for sale and we will
send it to you for subscribing.
Check out our subscription page
49 and our sampler pages 50 - 51
or our website: www.bigcityblues-
mag.com. Support our musicians
or they will be forced to say: “Holy
Blues! Gotta Get Me A Job!”

Thanks to Roger, Julia &
Mardi and The Legendary
Rhythm&Blues Cruise we were
able to help out some musicians
with checks from Gimme 5! Check
out our link at www.bigcityblues-
mag.com

See you down the river,
Mahalo! Aloha!
Peace, Love & Happiness,
Robert Jr.
“Look at the details of life.

Smell the roses.” -Dr. Eric Cassell

SUBSCRIBE
NOW! 
GET OUR NEW SAMPLER,
“HOLY BLUES! Gotta Get A Job!”
go to page 50.

Get on the Bus
ALSO IF YOU ARE IN CHICAGO
FOR THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY,
CHECK OUT OUR SATURDAY
NIGHT BUS TOUR & PUB
CRAWL, go to page 37.
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Ronnie Spector at the House of
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Jazzfest fans Kansas Governor
Kathleen Sebelius and Kansas
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