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Bukka White was born on
November 12th, 1906 (or possi-
bly 1902 or 1909) on a farm
south of Houston, Mississippi.
His father gave him a guitar for
his ninth birthday and began
performing at square dances
playing fiddle. Bukka’s father
gave him another guitar when he
got married at 16. White first
recorded in 1930 in Memphis for
Victor Records released under
Washington White. During the
depression, Bukka hoboed on
trains, pitched for the Negro
League, was a boxer and made
moonshine to survive. Bukka travelled to Chicago in 1935 with Peetie
Wheatstraw and in 1937 recorded his hit “Shake ‘Em on Down” but did not
enjoy its success due to being imprisoned at Parchman Farm for two years and
returned to Chicago to record “Parchman Farm Blues.” Bukka moved to
Memphis working various jobs while playing gigs. Later in life had he had suc-
cess with the 60’s folk revival, performed at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City
and toured Europe. Bukka White died in Memphis on February 26, 1977.

GET ON
THE BUS!

The Adventures Of Sugar 
And Junior on the Radio Free
Amsterdam-John Sinclair Show
Go to http://www.bigcitybluesmag.com/ for direct links to these shows
John Sinclair Radio show Episode 1026 “The Raven Speaks”
FRESH Episode 1003 is CD Sampler #33 from Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine
featuring Robert Jr. & Sugar Mae, Jose Ramirez, Larry McCray, Henri Herbert,
Dave Keyes, John Sinclair & Tom Worrell, Chris Canas, John Primer, Jimmy
Johnson, Joseph Veloz, Mud Morganfield, Peter Veleska & the Blues Train, Little
Freddie King, and Todd Sharpville.
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-1003-fresh/
Bobby Rush & Mizz Lowe Take My Love Show 991, December 24, 2022
Https://radioamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show--991-take-my-love/
BONESHAKERS SHOW 988 Cass Corridor, Detroit, December 5, 2022 [23017]
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-988-boneshakers/
Night Time Is The Right Time-Songs from Big City Blues Sampler #32
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-970-night-time-is-the-right-time/
Every Day Of Your Life—Jimmy Johnson
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-913-every-day-of-your-life/
California Dreaming
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-901-california-dreaming/
100 Years Of Blues
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-886-100-years-of-blues/
Music from Big City Rhythm & Blues Sampler #28
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-282-happy-to-have-the-blues/ 
Bobby Rush Rawer Than Raw
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-883-rawer-than-raw-2/
Bettye LaVette and her brand new album for Verve Records Blackbirds
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-875-blackbirds/
Music from guitarist Lurrie Bell’s album Let’s Talk About Love
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-871-lets-talk-about-love/
Music from new album by the Back Track Blues Band 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-862-joy-joy-joy/
The new album by Sugaray Rayford
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-861-somebody-save-me/
An hour of music from the Sampler #27 (2020)
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-860-i-like-it-like-that/ 
Featuring the new album by Tinsley Ellis
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-857-ice-cream-in-hell/
Music by drummer Kenny “Beady Eyes” Smith 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-855-beady-eyes-2/
Music and  conversation with bluesman Larry McCray
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-850-believe-it
Music and conversation with Thornetta Davis
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-849-honest-woman/
Toronzo Cannon conversation at the Token Lounge in Detroit.
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-830-sweet-sweet-sweet/
Baton Rouge bluesman Kenny Neal, Tab Benoit, Billy Branch, and Mitch Woods
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-822-neal-and-prey/
North Mississippi drummer, vocalist & bandleader Cedric Burnside
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-821-please-tell-it-baby/
Conversation with guitarist and singer Samantha Fish
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-820-chills-fever/
Interview with singer & guitarist Jonathan Long at JazzFest 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-810-shine-your-love/
Sugar and Junior from Clarksdale, Misissippi with Charlie Musselwhite 
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-807-clarksdale-boogie/
Big Ciity Rhythm & Blues Magazine CD Sampler #25
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-792-on-the-road-to-nowhere/
George Porter Jr. at New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-761-meterman/ 
Go to http://www.bigcitybluesmag.com/ for direct links to the shows

Libra
September 23 – October 22
10/1/1893 – Wesley “Kid Sox” Wilson,
Jacksonville, FL
10/1/10 – Johnny Brown, Montgomery, AL
10/1/36 – George “Wild Child” Butler,
Autaugaville, AL
10/2/40 – King Solomon, Jackson, MS
10/2/51 – Coco Montoya, Santa Monica,
CA
10/3/20 – Jim Brewer, Brookhaven, MS
10/3/56 – Deborah Coleman, Portsmouth,
VA
10/7/39 – Mel Brown, Jackson, MS
10/5/15 – Ala Mae Miller, Georgia
10/5/16 – Billy Diamond, New Orleans
10/7/39 – Mel Brown, Jackson, MS
10/16/22 – Blanche Thomas, New Orleans,
LA
10/11/48 – Margie Alexander, Carrollton,
GA
10/12/29 – Nappy Brown, Charlotte, NC
10/14/22 – Jimmy Liggins, Newby, OK
10/14/26 – Son Thomas, Eden, MS
1015/1906 – Victoria “Queen” Spivey,
Houston, TX
10/15/15 – Nellie Lutcher, Lake Charles, LA
10/17/29 – Tina Mayfield, Stamps, AR
10/18/39 – Jesse Mae Hemphill, Como, MS
10/20/06 – Johnny Moore, Austin, TX
10/21/19 – Crown Prince Waterford,
Jonesboro, AR

Scorpio
October 23 – November 22
10/23/33 – Carol Fran, Lafayette, LA
10/24/11 – Sonny Terry, Greensboro, GA
10/24/25 – Willie Mabon, Hollywood, TN

10/25/71 – Rosie Ledet, Eunice, LA
10/26/49 – Shirley King, West Memphis, AR
10/27/09 – Henry Townsend, Shelby, MS
10/31/1902 – Julia Lee, Boonville, MO
11/1/1898 – Sippie Wallace, Houston, TX
11/1/36 – Andre Williams, Bessemer, AL
11/3/30 – Mabel John, Bastrop, LA
11/4/06 – Willie Love, Duncan, MS
11/8/13 – Gatemouth Moore, Topeka, KS
11/10/29 – Mojo Buford, Hernando, MS
11/10/36 – Hip Linkchain, Jackson, MS
11/11/29 – Lavern Baker, Chicago, IL
11/11/42 – Aaron Love, Jonesboro, AR
11/12/06 - Bukka White, Houston, TX
11/13/12 – Lu Barker, New Orleans, LA
11/14/42 – Rockie Charles, Boothville, LA
11/14/59 – Valerie Wellington, Chicago, IL
11/16/1873 – W.C. Handy, Florence, AL
11/16/31 – Hubert Sumlin, Greenwood, MS
11/16/39 – W.C. Clark, Austin, TX
11/17/1904 – Jack Owens, Senatobia, MS
11/21/13 - K.C. Douglas, Sharon, MS
11/21/40 – Dr. John, New Orleans, LA

Sagittarius
November 22 – December 21
11/23/26 – R.L. Burnside, College Hill, MS
11/25/14 – Eddie Boyd, Clarksdale, MS
11/25/41 – Percy Sledge, Leighton, AL
11/25/43 – Jerry Portnoy, Evanston, IL
11/25/48- Jim O’Neal, Fort Wayne, IN
11/26/29 – Tina Turner, Nutbush, TN
11/27/42 – Jimi Hendrix, Seattle, WA
11/29/1894 – Lucille Hegamin, Macon, GA
11/29/28 – Big Bo McGee, Emelle, AL
11/29/33 – John Mayall, Macclesfield,
England
11/30/09 – Robert Nighthawk, Helena, AR
11/30/16 – Brownie McGhee, Knoxville, TN

Birthday Blues

“Parchman Farm Blues”
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BIG CITY BLUES FALL/WINTER
ART SALE!

Joni Mitchell - print only

Dr John

Kingfish

Samantha Fish Bonnie

Janis

SRV - print only

John Lennon - print only

John Lee Hooker - print only

Happy to Have the Blues

Originals and Prints are available.
Please visit: The ArtRoom at

www.bigcitybluesmag.com or email
blues@bigcitybluesmag.com or call 248-582-1544

ARTWORK BY
ROBERT JR WHITALL
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1. Tab Benoit
“Overdue” (5:44)
I Hear Thunder,
Whiskey Bayou Records
www.whiskeybayourecords.com

Long “Overdue,” long await-
ed - Tab Benoit’s new
release “I Hear Thunder” is
finally here! Like a rebirth,
Benoit is free to unleash his
powerful music with his co-
songwriter and guitarist,
Anders Osborne. Let’s raise
a glass!

2. JD Simo & Luther
Dickinson
“Found Love” (3:09)
Do the Rump!
Forty Below Records
www.fortybelowrecords.com

Collaborating duo - JD Simo
& Luther Dickinson’s union
is a rare electrifying stellar
collision with Do the
Rump! And here is a taste

with this song “Found Love.”
You will love it!

3. Billy Pierce Band
“Cherry Ball Blues” (5:17)
Billy Pierce Band Live
Got Slide Records
www.billypierce.com

Billy Pierce got slide! You
will want even more of The
Billy Pierce Band after being
baptized by their Skip
James rendition of “Cherry
Ball Blues.” Get your dance
on!

4. Johnny Sansone
“Blowing Fire” (3:48)
Into Your Blues,
Big Radio Records
www.johnnysansone.com

Award-winning, multi-talent-
ed Johnny Sansone is
“Blowing Fire” with fellow
New Orleanian Jason Ricci

sharing harmonica and
vocal licks. Hot, hot, hot!

5. The Zac Schulze Gang
“Hole In My Pocket” (3:02)
Live and Loud
Flat Iron Records
www.zacschulzegang.rocks

Hotly in demand, touring all
over Europe, Zac Shultze -
guitarist/vocals and his high-
energy rhythm Gang - broth-
er drummer/vocalist Ben
Schulze and bassist/vocals
Ant Greenwell, knows how
to bring it Live and Loud!

6. Christopher Wyze & The
Tellers
“Stuck in the Mud” (3:56)
Stuck in the Mud
Big Radio Records
www.christopherwyzeand
thetellers.com

Singer, songwriter, story-
teller Christopher Wyze and
his band The Tellers record-

ed “Stuck in the Mud” at
Muscle Shoals and The
Shack Up Inn. Christopher
Wyze fills up his mojo from
the rich Mississippi Delta to
bring you his “heartfelt”
bluesy real-life experience
songs.

7. Kelly’s Lot
“Mama’s Blues” (5:25)
The Blues Remind Me
www.kellyslot.com

Kelly’s Lot has been on the
road for over 30 years.
Bandleader Kelly Zirbes’
“Mama’s Blues” is a love
story dedicated to her mom
who turned her onto the
blues. Kelly and her hus-
band, guitarist Perry
Robertson, are successful
co-writers and co-producers.

It takes two!

8. Jesse Dayton
“Talkin’ Company Man
Blues” (4:10)
The Hard Way Blues
Blue Elan Records
www.jessedayton.com

Austin-based guitarist who
is never home, Jesse
Dayton knows very well how
the road goes on forever.
Dayton’s music reflects the
world spinning around him
as his hard driving music
moves him forward.

9. Val Starr & the Blues
Rocket
“Big City Blues (Rescue
Me)“ (4:11)
To the Blues and
Back Again,
Sandwich Factory Records

www.valstarrandtheblues
rocketband.com

Val Starr loves the blues,
blues, blues and more
blues. And Starr wants to
play the blues for you!
Starr’s new blues release
shows off her skills.
Extraordinary!

10. Ghalia Volt
“Every Cloud” (3:32)
Shout Sister Shout
Ruf Record
www.rufrecords.de
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Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine CD Sampler
#36 "Imagine" dedicated to Robert Jr. Whitall
(4/14/48-4/25/24) - Big City Rhythm & Blues
Magazine Founding Publisher.
Producers: Shirley Mae Owens, Charlie Auringer &
Bob Monteleone
Imagine Artwork by Robert Jr. Whitall.
www.bigcitybluesmag.com 248-582-1544 For
Promotional use only. Not for sale.
See artist websites for more information.

Imagine
Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine Sampler #36 - 2024

Big City Rhythm & Blues • Oct.-Nov. 2024
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Belgium native Ghalia Volt is
experimenting and stirring up
the blues with her opening
song “Every Cloud” from her
Sister Rosetta Tharpe-
inspired title Shout Sister
Shout. Enjoy!

11. Katie Knipp
“Outlaw Doc” (3:49)
Me
Katie Knipp Publishing
www.katieknipp.com

Californian Katie Knipp is so
talented, unique, and such
an original that Walter Trout
even said about her new
record, “It just knocked me
out!” Katie Knipp’s “Outlaw
Doc” brings you a blues bal-
lad reaching back in time.

12. Eric Johanson
“Familiar Sound” (4:12)
The Deep and The Dirty
Ruf Records
www.rufrecords.de

Although Eric Johanson may
be described as a new mod-
ern blues innovator, his
Louisiana musical traditions
run through his veins. The
result here is a beautiful
sample from Johanson’s new
release.

13. Honey Island
Swamp Band
“Sugar for Sugar” (5:04)
Custom Deluxe,
Color Red Records
www.color-red.com
Honey Island Swamp Band
will rock you with their deep
Louisiana roots - blues, soul,

funk and more. Honey Island
will get you right in their
pocket with “Sugar for
Sugar.” Play it again!

14. David Glynn
“Saratoga Trunk” (3:46)
Callin’ Me Down,
Self-produced
http://soundcloud/daveglynn

“It was a blackout of propor-
tions I can never explain,” so
said our friend Gayle about
the Saratoga Trunk, a bar in
Bellevue, Washington.
Words, music, guitars, etc.
by Dave Glynn.

15. Dr. Love
“I Ain’t Picked No Cotton But
I Worked For IBM” (7:21)
Self-produced Single
ctdavis28@gmail.com
www.dr-love.com

Atlanta’s Tom Davis’ (aka Dr.
Love) fun blues song is per-
fect timing for a well-
deserved celebration of
Carlin Smith’s (aka C-Note,
who is on harp) retirement!
Thank-you Dr. Love for all
the love!

16. Chain Reaction
“Still in the Game” (4:22)
Still In The Game,
www.vision561.com

Eric Harabadian - Chain
Reaction’s vocalist/guitarist
with Bobby D
(guitars/vocals), Larry
Fritzley (bass), and Jeff
Phillips (drums) are “Still in
the Game” even after 30
years! Plus, Eric is a film-
maker and writer for Big City
Rhythm & Blues Magazine.
Kick it!

17. Andy Moss with Pete
Kahn
“My Church” (5:50)
A New Single
www.hanzierecords.com

hanzie.records@yahoo.com
Upcoming Acoustic Madness
solo project with frontman
Bob Monteleone aka Andy
Moss and finishing touches
by saxophone master Pete
Kahn.

Get the 2024 Big City Blues Sampler CD #36 Imagine
FREE when you subscribe (or renew) plus more

bonus deals available!
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Call 248-582-1544 or email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Store open now at www.bigcitybluesmag.com

“Mojo Hand”
Sampler # 30 2021

Goin Up The Country
Sampler # 31 2022

Night Time Is Right Time
Sampler # 32 2022

Fresh
Sampler # 33 2023

Thw Raven SpeaksSampler
# 34 2023

Got Mojo?
35 2024

More bonus samplers available, see list in subscription order form on page 59.

Bonus Big City Blues Sampler CDs!
Limited quantity get them while supplies last.

Subscription Order Form is on next page

To sign up for participation on our
samplers contact Shirley Mae Owens
at blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Oct.-Nov. 2024 • Big City Rhythm & Blues
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Send check, money order or credit card information to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805 check & circle choices
� 6149 Sterling Silver Necklace $100 � 6149 Sterling Silver Pin $100
� 61/49 T-shirt $30 Blk or Wht - M L XL XXL XXXL
� Island shirt $50 M L XL XXL � Workshirt $50 M L XL XXL
S & H for USA/Canada included. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. While supplies last.
(Outside USA & Canada plus Shipping & Handling) (Mich. residents add 6% sales tax)

(Credit Card surcharge will be added ) Amount enclosed ______________

name______________________________________________________________

address ____________________________________________________________

city_______________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __

email_______________________________________________________________

Credit Card #_________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __

Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ ___

Dr John
Midnight at the

Crossroads

61/49 T-shirt black
or white $30

Harmonica Shah sez, “I got my Big
City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s

Island Shirt!” Get yours free
when you subscribe!

Blues Wear!
Subscribe

or buy!
2 or 3 Year

subscriptions
can get a t-shirt
or are available
for sale below!

Love
Blues?

6149 JEWELRY Sterling Silver
necklace or pin ON SALE $100

Visit our Roadhouse Store at
www.bigcitybluesmag.com
to see more bonus selections and to order
online and use Credit Cards with PayPal.
Or use this order form below by mail or
email your order with your choices, colors
and size to blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
to pay by PayPal Invoice.
For credit card over the phone 248-582-1544

Love
Blues?

Subscription by Mail Order Form

Big Bonus subscription deals:
Order online at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
• 1 Year Subscription
• (6 issues) @ $45 and get the new Sampler #36 CD Imagine
• 2 Year Subscription (12 issues) @ $80 and get the new
Sampler #36 CD Imagine plus your choice of ONE of these bonus extras:
• 1 more Sampler CD or
• a BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• Send a one year subscription to a friend or
• Add one more year to subscription
• NEW- 8x10 art print (see p. 59 or Art Room on bigcitybluesmag.com)
• 3 Year Subscription (18 issues) @ $120 and get
the new Sampler #36 CD Imagine plus your choice of ONE bonus extra:
• 2 more sampler CDs or • 1 more sampler CD & BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCBWorkshirt
• NEW- 8x10 art print (see p. 59 or Art Room on bigcitybluesmag.com)

• 5 Year Subscription (30 issues) @ $175 and get
every new Sampler CD released (twice a year or more) and
BCB 61/49 T-shirt or • a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCBWorkshirt
• Special Lifetime Subscription @ $550 Get all Big City
Blues Samplers, a BCB 61/49 T-shirt, BCB Island Shirt, BCB Workshirt.
USA ONLY

Don’t miss these bonus deals by sending check, money order or credit cards to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805
� SUBSCRIBE FOR ONEYEAR (6 issues) @ $45 and get the new Sampler CD #36
� SUBSCRIBE FORTWOYEARS (12 issues)@ $80 and get the new Sampler CD #36 plus
your choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:
� 1 more sampler CD (choose CDs from list below) or Get a T-shirt
� BCB 61/49 T-shirt - circle color/size Black White M L XL XXL XXXL
� Or send a one year subscription to a friend. (Include their name and address)
� Or add one more year to your subscription without a bonus
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 59 indicate choice or go to Art Room on bigcitybluesmag.com)

� SUBSCRIBE FOR THREEYEARS (18 issues) @ $120 and get the new Sampler CD #36
plus choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:
� 1 more sampler CD and a BCB 61/49 T-shirt (Indicate choice, color and size above)
� Or 2 more sampler CDs
� Or a BCB Island Shirt or a � BCBWorkshirt Circle size M L XL XXL
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 59 indicate choice or go to Art Room on bigcitybluesmag.com)
� NEW! SUBSCRIBE FOR FIVEYEARS (30 issues) @ $175 and get all the new Big City
Blues Samplers as they are released (twice a year) and � BCB T-shirt or � BCB Island Shirt
or � a BCBWorkshirt (Indicate colors and sizes above)
� LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION @ $550 Get Big City Blues Samplers, BCB T-shirt, BCB Island
Shirt, BCBWorkshirt. USA ONLY
For details email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

All subscriptions, bonus CDs & Blues Gear are mailed First Class in protective
envelope and handling charges included. Sampler details at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
Choose your CDs from these Sampler CDs for 2 & 3 year subscriptions.
� CD Sampler #35 Got Mojo? � CD Sampler #34 The Raven Speaks
� CD Sampler #33 Fresh � CD Sampler #32 Night Time Ia The Right Time
� CD Sampler #31 Goin’ Up The Country � CD Sampler #30 Mojo Hand
� CD Sampler #29 California Dreaming � CD Sampler #28 Happy to Have the Blues
� CD Sampler #27 I Like It Like That � CD Sampler #26 What Would Junior Do?
� CD Sampler #25 On the Road to Nowhere � CD Sampler #24 Finger Lickin’ Good
� CD Sampler #23 We Jukin’ Here! � CD Sampler #22 Summer Of Love

(add $50 USD per year outside USA) (add $10 USD per year for Canada)
(Credit Card surcharge will be added) Total amount ___________

name____________________________________________________________

address __________________________________________________________
city____________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __
email________________________________________Phone#______________
Credit Card #______________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __
Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ __

Allow 4-6 weeks delivery. While supplies last.� � � �

Terrance Simien
High Noon at
the Crossroads

NEW! Free Robert Jr signed
8x10 Art Prints with Subscriptions

Free w/ 2 yr subscription
Free w/ 3 yr subscription

See ad facing page (63) for selections
email: blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
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“This here is the Real
Deal!”– Taj Mahal

“My favorite magazine!”
– Charlie Musselwhite

Chicago Blues Hall of
Fame awards to Big City
Rhythm & Blues Magazine
for Legendary Blues
Magazine, Legendary
Publisher/Editor
In Chief-Robert Jr Whitall,
Legendary Senior Editor-
Shirley Mae Owens
and Legendary Senior
Writer/Copy Editor-
Guy Powell

“The hardest working
blues magazine.”

– Solomon Burke

P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805

Make your deal at
the crossroads.

Make your deal at
the crossroads.

Subscribe and get blues wear at www.bigcitybluesmag.com

“The Next Best Thing
to Sex!”– Biscuit Miller

Talkin’ Big City Rhythm&Blues

For advertising, editorial
and sampler participation
call or email Shirley Mae Owens
248-582-1544
email:
blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

ImagineSampler #36 with 18
great new blues tracksFREE with every newsubscription plus morebonuses available atbigcitybluesmag.com

Subscribe to the hardest working blues magazine with features and photos on the artists,
music, clubs, festivals, societies, radio and the people of blues, R&B and Gospel.

Get the “On the Road” map to Blues music across the country!
Subscribe and get 6 jam packed issues a year of news, stories, reviews, photos and our new

Sampler #36 CD, Imagine plus other blues bonuses, including 61/49 t-shirt and CDs.
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“I’ve got a van with 50 boxes of BigCity Rhythm & Blues Magazines,
new brakes, a full tank of gas, dark

sunglasses and 320 miles to Chicago!”
Sugar Mae said to herself as she blasted
off from Up North with her first stop in
Joliet, IL. Sugar’s mission was to set up
this issue’s cover shoot with the The
Curtis Salgado Band at the Old Joliet
Prison on August 17th where they were
performing at the Blues Brothers Con

2024 - an afternoon festival inside the old
prison’s thick towering limestone walls
called “The Yard.” The night before the
Blues Brothers’ show, Sugar enjoyed an
evening at Buddy Guy’s Legends with
Sugaray Rayford with Studebaker
John & Earl Howell. It was night to
remember, reminding her of the vibe
at Kansas City’s Grand Emporium with
some down-home blues and a busy
dance floor. The next day at noon, at a
remote Joliet Starbucks, lo and behold its
Sugaray & Band fuelling up on caffeine to
hit the road. “Safe travels Suga!” said

Sugar.
Luckily Sugar avoided the long lines

and had a press parking pass behind the
Old Joliet Prison complex. As she entered
its fortress - a moat-like steel stronghold
gate surrounded with barbed wire, even
on a hot humid day she felt a chill, never
before being inside a prison. The Yard
was smiling, teeming with festive fun
activities. First Sugar left a stack of mag-
azines at the large cold beverage tent
where she laughed seeing the Sacred
Heart costumed nuns’ serving up cold

refreshments. Sixty cases of Brews
Brothers Lager were created and only
sold at the Blues Brothers Con. Then she
strolled through all the vendors leaving
magazines and met producer and drum-
mer Bobby Christina selling his impres-
sive double CD new recording “True
Blues Brother: The Legacy of Matt
“Guitar” Murphy.“ Everywhere Sugar
looked she saw hardcore fans dressed
like the Blues Brothers. Music began at
12:30 pm with Al Spears & The
Hurricane Project followed by Lil’ Ed &
The Blues Imperials, Toronzo Cannon
& The ChicagoWay, Ronnie Baker
Brooks, Curtis Salgado and The Blues
Brothers featuring Dan Aykroyd & Jim
Belushi. While Lil’ Ed was performing,
the Blues Brothers held a press interview,
then Sugar figured out where to set up
her cover photo shoot outside the gates
under a watchtower and waited patiently
for Curtis Salgado and band to arrive.
With the big help of Greg Peerbolte—
Chief Executive Director of the Old

SUGAR MAESUGAR MAE
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Guitarist Al “Hurricane” Spears music
blew the rain clouds away after kicking
off the Blues Brothers Con, Old Joliet
Prison.

Big City Rhythm & Blues • Oct.-Nov. 2024

All photos by Shirley Mae Owens unless otherwise credited

Rockin' Ronnie Baker Brooks opened
and joined the Blues Brothers on stage
at the Old Joliet Prison.

Sugaray hears you! Buddy Guy’s
Legends, 8/16/24

Buddy Guy’s Legends welcoming party! (l-r) Johnny Simms, Sugaray Rayford, Mark
Maddox, Carlise Guy and Daryl Johnson, Chicago, IL, August 16, 2024

And I Ain’t Lyin’!

Jim Belushi aka “Brother Zee,” Joe
Sublett and the original Blues Brother
Band - Tom “Bones” Malone! Blues
Brothers Con, Old Joliet Prison,
8/17/24.

Jamison Belushi who joined her father
on stage laughed after a sound glitch,
“What do you expect? We are playing
in a fucking prison yard!” Old Joliet
Prison, 8/17/24
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Joliet Prison Museum, Sugar got two
golf carts to bring the band back outside
the gates for her photo shoot. Afterwards,
Sugar breathed a big sigh of relief, had a

cold beverage and then went back to
work photographing and networking.
Thanks again to all the volunteers and
staff at their very successful Blues
Brothers Con! For more information about
the Old Joliet Prison Museum: www.joliet-
prison.org

Sugar’s next mission was to drive
east to Strawberry Fields in NewYork
City’s Central Park. She first stopped by
Mother Owens’ compound in Minisink
Hills above the Delaware Water Gap. To
her surprise she found Woodstock com-
ing to nearby Stroudsburg, PA with The
Weight at The Sherman Theatre. Dave
Keyes was filling in for The Weight’s
Brian Mitchell. It was a fantastic show
and I can’t wait to see The Weight again.
Thanks Dave Keyes! Next, Sugar and
her sister Dr. Rebecca Owens took the
bus to the Big Apple. It was only about

an hour ride and so nice not to have to
fight the Lincoln Tunnel traffic! Outside
the Port Authority Rebecca easily flagged
down a cab and we were off to 71st & 1st
Ave. After a delicious lunch with Rob
Johnson, Sugar walked through Central
Park and found John Lennon’s
(10/9/1940-12/8/1980) memorial
Strawberry Fields with the circle mosaic
Imagine surrounded with peace and love.

Love & happiness,
Sugar Mae

Mike Garrett & Lil’ Ed have been “blues
brothers” for 37 years!
Old Joliet Prison, 8/17/24
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Studebaker John & Earl Howell, Buddy Guy's Legends, 8/16/24

Toronzo Cannon and Jason Jroc Edwards are
too cool! Blues Brothers Con, Old Joliet Prison,
8/17/24.

Lil’ Ed & Toronzo Cannon at the entrance of
Old Joliet Prison school - “Make Time Serve
You.” 8/17/24

Excited young Blues Brothers’ fan
greeting Jim Belushi.

Ronnie Baker Brooks & Curtis Salgado
catching up backstage at the Blues
Brothers Con, Old Joliet Prison.

Blues Brothers fans in “The Yard’s Big
Hourse” listening o Curtis Salgado,
Old Joliet Prison, 8/17/24
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• Oct. 9-12, 2024
King Biscuit Blues Festival

Helena, AR
www.kingbiscuitfestival.com

• Oct. 11-13, 2024
Crescent City Blues &

BBQ Festival
New Orleans, LA

www.jazzandheritage.org

• Oct. 26-Nov. 2, 2024
Legendary Rhythm & Blues

Cruise #41
Southeastern Caribbean
www.bluescruise.com

• November 7-9, 2024
Celebrating 30Years at Intrepid

Charlotte, NC
www.intrepidartists.com

• November 10, 2024
Veterans Day Blues Festival

Westside Motor Lounge, Atlanta, GA
678-613-7681

• January 5 - 12, 2025
Big Easy Cruise

www.bigeasycruise.com

• Jan. 26-Feb. 2, 2025
Legendary Rhythm & Blues
Cruise #42 Eastern Caribbean

www.bluescruise.com

• February 28 - March 2, 2025
Clearwater Sea-Blues Festival

Clearwater, FL
www.myclearwater.com

• April 10-13, 2025
French Quarter Festival

New Orleans, LA
www.fqfi.org

• April 11-13, 2025
Tampa Bay Blues Festival

St. Petersburg, FL
www.tampabaybluesfest.com

• April 24 - May 4, 2025
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage

Festival
New Orleans, LA

www.nojazzfest.com

• May 30 - June 1, 2025
Michael Arnone Crawfish Fest

Augusta, NJ
www.crawfishfest.com

• June 13 & 14, 2025
Blues On The Fox

Aurora, IL
www.paramountaurora.com

• Oct. 25-Nov. 1, 2025
#43 Legendary Rhythm & Blues

Cruise
www.bluescruise.com

• Jan. 24-31, 2026
#44 Legendary Rhythm & Blues
Cruise www.bluescruise.com

• Abbeville, LA
Richard Sale Barn
• Atlanta, GA
Northside Tavern
Darwins
Blind Willies
Fat Matt's
• Ann Arbor
The Ark
• Austin, TX
Antones
The Continental Club
Skylark Lounge
• Lockhart, Tx
Old Pal Texas Tavern
• Biloxi, Mississippi
Ground Zero Biloxi
• Chicago, IL

Buddy Guy’s Legends
Rosa’s Lounge
Lee‘s Unleaded Blues
Reggies
Motor Row Brewery
Space
Kingston Mines
Taylor Street Tap
Lee's Unleaded Blues
• Clarksdale, MS
Red’s Juke Joint
Ground Zero
• Detroit, MI
Third Man Records
Raven Lounge
Berts Marketplace
Northern Lights
PJ's Lager House
El Club

Token Lounge
• Florida
Skippers
Bradfordville blues club

• Fort Myers, FL
Buckingham Blues Bar
• Indianapolis, IN
Slippery Noodle

• Berwyn, IL
Fitzgerald’s
• Kansas City, MO
Knuckleheads
BB’s Lawnside Blues
& BBQ
• Kalkaska, MI
Kalkuska Lounge
• Los Angeles, CA
Harvelles Santa Monica
Maui Sugar Mill Saloon
Baby Blues BBQ
• Madison, WI
Red Rooster IN
• Massachuestts
Bull Run
• Memphis, TN
Rum Boogie
BB Kings
Wild Bills

• Milwaukee, WI
Mamies
•• Nashville,TN
Bourbon Street
Blues&Boogie
Third Man Records
• New Orleans, LA
Tipitinas
House Of Blues
B J's
Little Gem Theatre
Kermit's Mother-In -
Law Lounge
Maple Leaf Bar
• New York, NY
Terra Blues
55 Bar
• Ocean Springs, MS
The Shed

The Julep Room
• Palatine, IL
Mac’s On Slade
• San Francisco, CA
Biscuits and Blues
The Saloon
Eli’s Mile High Club
Yoshi’s Oakland
San Jose, CA
Poor House Bistro
• St Louis, MO
BB’s Jazz, Blues &
Soups
National Blues Museum
Broadway Oyster Bar
• Wilimington, DE
St George’s Country
Store
• Zachary, LA
Teddy’s Juke Joint

2024-2025 Festivals & Special Events

Bobby Rush, Mizz Lowe, Sugar and Robert Jr. Whitall, #37 Legendary
Rhythm & Blues Cruise, 10/31/2022

Look For Our Booth At These
Wonderful Festivals!
Come Say Hi! To Sugar!

Old Pal Texas Tavern, Lockhart, Tx

Junior’s Jukes-Big City Rhythm & Blues Clubs
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