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“Mabel Blues”
Mabel Scott, April 30, 1915 - July 19,

2000.
Born on April 30, 1915 in Richmond,

VA, Mabel Scott grew up in the Big Apple-
NYC where she began singing in the
church. As a teenager she sang with Cab
Calloway at Harlem’s Cotton Club as well
as honed her dancing skills with the
Nicholas Brothers. Next, in 1936 she Mabel
moved to Cleveland and then began touring
Europe with Bob Mosley but due to WW!!,
Scott flourished when she moved to LA and
found the postwar West Coast rhythm &
blues scene. She sang briefly with band-
leader Jimmie Lunceford and entertained at the Central Avenue’s Club Alabam,
emceed for Wynonie Harris, worked with Lorenzo Flennoy and had two big hits in
1948 “Elevator Boogied” and “Boogie Woogie Santa Claus.” She was married to
Charles Brown for three years and continued to record until the early 50’s. Mabel
Scott’s life long singing career was a full circle as her final years was spent where it
all began in the church. At age 85, Mabel Scott died in Los Angeles on July 19,
2000.

Aries
I just can’t say enough good things about Aries, probably
because that’s my Rising Sign! An Aries doesn’t see the
obstacles ahead, an Aries sees the goal and goes straight
for it. Aries begins great enterprises and inspires others to
join in to bring them to fruition. No sign is more optimistic
than Aries and, if you want a friend to help you see the
bright side and find a way forward, Aries is your
Huckleberry.
Mar. 21 – Apr. 19
4/1/1895 – Alberta Hunter, Memphis, TN
4/1/1897 – Lucille Bogan, Amory, MS
4/1/27 – Amos Milburn, Houston, TX
4/3/51 – Mitch Woods, Brooklyn, NY
4/3/55 – John Mooney, East Orange, NJ
4/4/13 – Cecil Grant, Nashville, TN
4/4/15 – Muddy Waters, Rolling Fork, MS
4/5/60 – Larry McCray, Magnolia, AR
4/6/17 – Big Walter Horton, Horn Lake, MS
4/6/60 – Warren Haynes, Asheville, NC
4/7/15 – Billie Holiday, Philadelphia, PA
4/7/32 – Mr. Bo, Indianola, MS
4/8/1908 – Tommy McClennan, Yazoo City, MS
4/9/1895 – Mance Lipscomb, Navasota, TX
4/10/22 – John Brim, Hopkinsville, KY
4/10/79 – Shemieka Copeland, Harlem, NY
4/11/35 – Johnnie Billington, Crowder, MS
4/11/39 – Luther Guitar Jr. Johnson, Itta Bena, MS
4/12/15 –Hound Dog Taylor, Natchez, MS
4/12/45 – Ann Rabson, New York, NY
4/13/26 – Cosimo Matassa, New Orleans, LA
4/14/48 – Robert Jr. Whitall, Philadelphia, PA
4/15/1894 – Bessie Smith, Chattanooga, TN
4/15/31 – Little Sonny Jones, New Orleans, LA
4/15/36 – Frank Frost, Auvergne, AR
4/15/44 – Dave Edmunds, Cardiff, Wales
4/15/55 – Tommy Castro, San Jose, CA
4/16/31 – Johnny Littlejohn, Lake, MS
4/17/26 – Sam Carr, Friar’s Point, MS
4/17/56 – Lonnie Shields, Helena, AR
4/18/24 – Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown, Vinton, LA
4/18/55 – Lil Ed Williams, Chicago, IL

Taurus
Ruled by Venus, Taurus sees and appreciates the beauty
in everyday things. They are artists in every thing they do,
from cooking a delicious, beautifully presented meal to
decorating their home to their romantic undertakings.
Taureans provide a blessed oasis of calm and serenity
wherever they go, combined with a wicked sense of how
to have fun. If you want a friend to cook and laugh with,
Taurus fills the bill.
April 20 – May 20
4/21/38 – Eddie King, Talladega, AL
4/22/58 – James Armstrong, Los Angeles, CA
4/23/29 – Calvin Owens, Houston, TX
4/24/1885 – Lillyn Brown, Atlanta, GA
4/24/44 – Manual Arrington, Collins, MS
4/24/51 – Honey Piazza, Fairfield, CA
4/25/23 – Albert King, Indianola, MS
4/26/1886 – Gertrude “Ma” Rainey, Columbus, GA
4/26/26 – J.B. Hutto, Blackville, SC
4/27/1919 – Hop Wilson, Grapeland, TX
4/27/47 – Ann Peebles, St. Louis, MO
4/28/40 – Phil Guy, Lettsworth, LA
4/29/34 – Otis Rush, Philadelphia, MS

4/30/1896 – Reverend Gary Davis, Laurens, SC
4/30/1915 – Mabel Scott, Richmond, VA
4/30/31 – Jimmy Lee Robinson, Chicago, IL
5/1/1889 – Ada Brown, Kansas City, KS
5/1/24 – Big Maybelle Smith, Jackson, TN
5/1/26 – Cora Mae Bryant, Oxford, GA
5/1/30 – Little Walter Jacobs, Marksville, LA
5/1/37 – Lucky Evans, Estabuchie, MS
5/2/29 – Link Wray – Dunn, NC
5/4/38 –Tyrone Davis, Greenville, MS
5/5/1901 – Blind Willie McTell, Thomson, GA
5/5/38 – Johnny Taylor, Crawfordsville, AR
5/6/39 – Eddie C. Campbell, Duncan, MS
5/7/1905 - “Bumble Bee Slim” Easton, Bruswick, GA
5/9/26 –A.C. Reed, Wardell, MO
5/9/49 – Bob Margolin, Brookline, MA
5/10/1909 – Ted Bogan, Spartanburg, SC
5/11/1905 – Joe “Kansas” McCoy, Raymond, MS
5/12/1919 – Leroy “Lefty” Bates, Pelahatchie, MS
5/13/43 – Magic Dick, New London, CT
5/14/34 –Grady Gaines, Waskom, TX
5/15/38 –Larry Johnson, Atlanta, GA
5/17/42 – Taj Mahal, Harlem, NY
5/18/1911- Big Joe Turner, Kansas City, MO
5/19/53 – Jimmy Thackery, Pittsburgh, PA

Gemini
Ruled by Mercury, a Gemini has something interesting to
say about everything. A silent Gemini is a sleeping
Gemini. They are interested in all topics and have at least
some knowledge of almost all of them and, possibly the
friendliest of the signs, they will discuss them with any-
body. Spending time with a Gemini will always make you
feel sparkly with new ideas and possibilities. If you want a
friend to talk to, Gemini delivers.
May 21 – June 21
5/21/20 – Little Willie Anderson, West Memphis, AR
5/21/38 – Lee “Shot” Williams, Lexington, MS
5/21/63 – Dave Specter, Chicago, IL
5/23/50 – Dick Shurman, Los Alamos, NM
5/23/57 – Michael Cloeren, Phildadelphia, PA
5/24/41 – Bob Dylan, Duluth, MN
5/26/1883 – Mamie Smith, Cincinnati, OH
5/28/1910 - T-Bone Walker, Linden, TX
5/30/39 – King Ernest Baker, Natchez, MS
5/30/65 – Rick Holmstrom, Fairbanks, AK
6/1/49 – Rich DelGrosso, Detroit, MI
6/2/1907 – Othar Turner, Rankin County, MS
6/2/1917 -Baby Doo Caston, Sumrall, MS
6/2/1917 – Leonard “Baby Do” Caston, Sumrall, MS
6/3/1897 - Memphis Minnie, Algiers, LA
6/3/24 - Jimmy Rogers, Ruleville, MS
6/3/42 - Curtis Mayfield, Chicago, IL
6/4/1916 - Lafayette Leake, Winona, MS
6/4/57 - Tinsley Ellis, Atlanta, GA
6/5/1900 - Washboard Slim, Marshall, TX
6/6/30 – S.P. Leary, Carthage, TX
6/6/36 - Raful Neal, Baton Rouge, LA
6/6/54 - Sugar Ray Norica, Westerly, RI
6/8/46 - James Harman, Anniston, AL
6/8/53 – Lady Bianca, Kansas City, MO
6/9/1902 - Skip James, Bentonia, MS
6/9/27 - Cedell Davis, Helena, AR
6/9/30 - Jerry McCain, Gladsden, AL
6/10/1904 – Clarence “Juny Boy” Brown, New Orleans, LA
6/10/1910 - Howlin’ Wolf, West Point, MS

Birthday Blues
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MAKE YOUR DEAL AT THE
CROSSROADS

Joni Mitchell - print only

Dr John

Kingfish

Samantha Fish Bonnie

Janis

SRV - print only

John Lennon - print only

John Lee Hooker - print only

Happy to Have the Blues

Originals and Prints are available.
Please visit: The ArtRoom at

www.bigcitybluesmag.com or email
blues@bigcitybluesmag.com or call 248-582-1544

ARTWORK BY
ROBERT JR WHITALL
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Disc 1

1. BETTYE LAVETTE
“Plan B” (3:44) LaVette!
@jayveerecords Bettye LaVette
may not have a “Plan B” but she
is in very good company with
producer/drummer Steve Jordan
and songwriter Randall
Bramblett.

2. JOHN PRIMER
“Born in Mississippi” (3:32)
Grown In Mississippi
BluesHouseProductions.com
John Primer brings us back to
his Mississippi roots collaborat-
ing with Blues all-stars

3. CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE
“Storm Warning” (4:04)
Look Out Highway
FortyBelowRecords.com
Get on the road with
Musselwhite, dance, shake and
watch out, you will not want to
stop!
4. TOMMY CASTRO
& THE PAINKILLERS
“Crazy Woman Blues” (5:25)
Closer To The Bone
Alligator.com
Castro knows Blues and he
grabs your attention with this
gut-wrenching song.

5. KENNY NEAL & MICAH
WILLIS
“Devil’s In The Delta” (4:28)
VerdictMusic.com
Father and son, Kenny Neal and
Micah Willis unite their talents to
bring us deep, soulful swampy
Blues.

6. LITTLE FREDDIE KING
“Coming Home To Jesus” (2:44)
Going Upstairs Newvelle-
Records.com New Orleans'
reigning Blues monarch, Little
Freddie King is the real deal!

7. VASTI JACKSON
“Voodoo Boogie” (3:07)
Royal American Blues
VastiJackson.com
High energy, hard working, non-
stop international Blues touring,
Vasti Jackson is everywhere!

8. BOBBY CHRISTINA’S
CARAVAN
“Evil” (3:42)
True Blues Brother-the Legacy
of Matt “Guitar” Murphy
Nola-Blue.com
Bobby Christina’s all star tribute
to his friend Matt “Guitar”
Murphy is a masterpiece!

9. RARE UNION
“Blues Be Strong” (3:27)
Times They Always Change
RareUnionBand.com
Percussion-based Rare Union
keeps the Blues flame lit and
burning.

10. BRANDON SANTINI
“Which Way Do We Go?” (4:11)
Which Way Do We Go?
MoMojoRecords.com
Memphis-based Santini has
been going everywhere with his
harp driven songs, touring non-
stop.

11. CHRISTOPHER WYZE &
THE TELLERS
“Cotton Ain’t King” (4:36)
Stuck In The Mud
BigRadioRecords.com
Wyze is an amazing songwriter
who has exploded on the Blues
scene with this authentic music.

12. CHRIS VINCENT & THE
RAW DEAL
“Midnight After All” (2:59)
Good Crook
ChrisVincentNewOrleans.com
Vincent’s talents has it all and
what it takes to break out in the
abundant New Orleans music
scene.

13. GOPHER BROKE
“Cloud Up and Rain” (5:30)
It’s About Damn Time!!
GopherBroke.org
Yes it is “Damn Time!” and the
fun begins with Gopher Broke—
boogie-based Blues.
14. REGGIE BOONE
“Never Picked No Cotton” (3:36)
Never Picked No Cotton
LoveInternetRecords.com
Boone remixes Atlanta’s favorite

DJ - Dr. Love’s “I Ain’t Picked No
Cotton...” and makes it his own.

15. OC SOUL &
THE SOUL PATROL BAND
“It Don’t Take All Night” (4:30)
OCSoulBand.com
Southern Soul is in the house,
roll up the rugs, get down and
groove with OC!

16. CLEVELAND’S
BACKSTREET BLUES BAND
“Ice Cold” (5:03)
BackstreetBluesBand.com
You will not feel “Ice Cold” after
you jump up to this driving Blues
beat song.
17. ALLISON AUGUST
“Afraid of Love” (3:14)

August Moon
MoMojoRecords.com
What’s not to like? Allison
August has arrived and you will
love what you hear!

18. REDD VELVET
“Fish and Light Bread (The Juke
Joint Song)“ (4:03)
ReddVelvet.com
Simply delicious - Redd Velvet
keeps you hungry for more
tasteful tunes!

19. LIZ PENNOCK &
DR. BLUES
“Christmas Eve Present” (5:00)
Christmas Eve Present
LizPennock.com
It’s never too early to start shop-
ping but to get you into the spir-
it, here’s a “Christmas Present”
just for you!

Disc 2

1. BIG CHIEF MONK
BOUDREAUX
& SPY BOY JWAN
BOUDREAUX
THE GOLDEN EAGLES
“Slip Don’t Fall” (2:57)
Slip Don’t Fall
WildHeartRecords.com

Sampler #37 2025

56

Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s 30th Pearl Anniversary CD Sampler features 37 songs as a spe-
cial bonus gift for our loyal subscribers! Big thanks to all - subscribers, record labels,
musicians, advertisers, writers and founders-the late great Robert Jr. Whitall and Charlie Auringer.
Producers: Sugar Mae Owens, Charlie Auringer & Bob Monteleoone. Contact: blues@bigcity
bluesmag.com 248-582-1544
For promotional use only; not for sale. See artist social media/
websites for more information.

30th Anniversary Double CDs
Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine Sampler #37- 2025
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The Golden Eagles' Big Chief
and his Spy Boy grandson cap-
tures the Mardi Gras Indian spir-
it.

2. LARRY MCCRAY
“Heartbreak City” (7:23)
Heartbreak City
KTBARecords.com
McCray’s guitar and vocals
merge effortlessly with a moody
organ and horn accents to give
you his Blues!

3. BRAD VICKERS & HIS
VESTOPOLITANS
“Dumb Like A Fox” (1:59) The
Music Gets UsThrough
BradVickers.com Veteran
Bluesman Vickers brings togeth-
er a little rockabilly and12 bar
Blues.

4. MARC STONE WSG George
Porter, Jr.
“Love Is Everything” (5:21)
MarcStonePresents.com
It is a good thing as Stone cele-
brates his musical passion with
The George Porter, Jr. Trio and
Joy Clark!
5. GARRETT COLLINS
PROJECT
“Better Days” (4:24)
BlackhatBlues.com
This southern funky Blues Rock
trio will take you there!

6. CANNONBALL RED
“Put My Blues On You” (6:14)
BlackhatBlues.com
Multi-instrumentalist, singer
songwriter, Cannonball blends
modern Blues with his Gospel
roots.

7. BROOKS MILGATE
“I Should’ve Known” (5:03)
Roll With the Punches
MoMojoRecords.com
Here is an expert keyboardist,
singer and songwriter as Milgate
channels his hero - Jimmy Reed.

8. CANDICE IVORY
“Lookin’ For My Baby” (4:14)
New Southern Vintage
Nola-Blue.com
Look no further, you have the
accomplished Ivory to sing the
Blues for you.
9. MAX HIGHTOWER
“Double Bubble” (3:42)
Nothin’ But The Truth
MoMojoRecords.com
With growling vocals and
a super harp, HIghtower
knows how to deliver.

10. TERESA JAMES
“Love’s A Full Time Job” (3:08)
MoMojoRecords.com
It’s always a pleasure to listen to
James, a gifted songwriter,
singer and keyboardist.

11. THE ALEXIS P. SUTER
BAND
“God Gave Me The Blues” (3:48)
Just Stay High
Nola-Blue.com
A mighty Blues shouter, Suter
will capture your soul.

12. The BC COMBO
FEAT. BEV CONKLIN
“Hooked On A Long Chain”
(2:22)
Glass Half Full
MoMojoRecords.com
BC aka Bev Conklin’s rich and
sultry vocals will get you hooked
on her Blues.
13. ROBBIN KAPSALIS WSG
JOE LOUIS WALKER
“The Blues Is In The House”
(3:48)
The Blues Is In The House
BluesHouseProductions.com
Newly signed to John Primer’s
label, Kapsalis’ vocals soar with
grit and spirit!

14. D.K. HARRELL
“Liquor Stores and Legs” (3:28)
Talkin’ Heavy
Alligator.com
Need a break? Go out Bluesin’
with D.K. and you will feel better!
15. CHRIS O’LEARY
“Lost My Mind” (3:45)
The Hard Line
Alligator.com

O’Leary’s soulful voice, clever
lyrics with his talented harp
makes the Blues jump!

16. THE STUMBLING MICE
“Know You Rider” (7:17)
The Stumbling Mice
HanzieRecords.com
The Stumbling Mice mix their
modern Blues Rock with a popu-
lar traditional Folk song.

17. CHRIS CAIN
“Fear Is My Roommate” (3:33)
Good Intentions Gone Bad
Alligator.com
With his powerful vocals and gui-
tar, Chris Cain always delivers.

18. TORONZO CANNON
“Can’t Fix The World” (4:15)
Shut Up & Play!
Alligator.com
Toronzo tells the truth with his
timely lyrics and stellar guitar
work!

Get the 2025 Big City Blues Sampler CD #37
30th Anniversary Double CDsa FREE when you

subscribe (or renew) plus more bonus deals available!
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Call 248-582-1544 or email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Store open now at www.bigcitybluesmag.com

Goin Up The Country
Sampler # 31 2022

Night Time Is Right Time
Sampler # 32 2022

Fresh
Sampler # 33 2023

Thw Raven SpeaksSampler
# 34 2023

Got Mojo?
# 35 2024

Imagine
# 36 2024

More bonus samplers available, see list in subscription order form on page 59.

Bonus Big City Blues Sampler CDs!
Limited quantity get them while supplies last.

Subscription Order Form is on next page

April-May 2026 • Big City Rhythm & Blues

To sign up for participation on our
samplers contact Shirley Mae Owens
at blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

30th Anniv Sampler 37  2pg:00  3/20/26  8:01 PM  Page 57



Send check, money order or credit card information to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805 check & circle choices
� 6149 Sterling Silver Necklace $100 � 6149 Sterling Silver Pin $100
� 61/49 T-shirt $30 Blk or Wht - M L XL XXL XXXL
� Island shirt $50 M L XL XXL � Workshirt $50 M L XL XXL
S & H for USA/Canada included. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. While supplies last.
(Outside USA & Canada plus Shipping & Handling) (Mich. residents add 6% sales tax)

(Credit Card surcharge will be added ) Amount enclosed ______________

name______________________________________________________________

address ____________________________________________________________

city_______________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __

email_______________________________________________________________

Credit Card #_________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __

Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ ___

Dr John
Midnight at the

Crossroads

61/49 T-shirt black
or white $30

Harmonica Shah sez, “I got my Big
City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s

Island Shirt!” Get yours free
when you subscribe!

Blues Wear!
Subscribe

or buy!
2 or 3 Year

subscriptions
can get a t-shirt
or are available
for sale below!

Love
Blues?

6149 JEWELRY Sterling Silver
necklace or pin ON SALE $100

Visit our Roadhouse Store at
www.bigcitybluesmag.com
to see more bonus selections and to order
online and use Credit Cards with PayPal.
Or use this order form below by mail or
email your order with your choices, colors
and size to blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
to pay by PayPal Invoice.
For credit card over the phone 248-582-1544

Love
Blues?

Subscription by Mail Order Form

Big Bonus subscription deals:
Order online at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
• 1 Year Subscription
• (6 issues) @ $45 and get the new Sampler #37 CD 30th Anniversary
• 2 Year Subscription (12 issues) @ $80 and get the new
Sampler #37 30th Anniv. plus your choice of ONE of these bonus extras:
• 1 more Sampler CD or
• a BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• Send a one year subscription to a friend or
• Add one more year to subscription
• NEW- 8x10 art print (see p. 59 or Art Room on bigcitybluesmag.com)
• 3 Year Subscription (18 issues) @ $120 and get the new
Sampler #37 CD 30th Anniv. plus your choice of ONE bonus extra:
• 2 more sampler CDs or • 1 more sampler CD & BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCB Workshirt
• NEW- 8x10 art print (see p. 59 or Art Room on bigcitybluesmag.com)
• 5 Year Subscription (30 issues) @ $175 and get
every new Sampler CD released (twice a year or more) and
BCB 61/49 T-shirt or • a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCB Workshirt
• Special Lifetime Subscription @ $550 Get all Big City
Blues Samplers, a BCB 61/49 T-shirt, BCB Island Shirt, BCB Workshirt.
USA ONLY
Email for details to blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Don’t miss these bonus deals by sending check, money order or credit cards to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805
� SUBSCRIBE FOR ONE YEAR (6 issues) @ $45 and get the new Sampler CD #37
� SUBSCRIBE FOR TWO YEARS (12 issues) @ $80 and get the new Sampler CD #37 plus
your choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:
� 1 more sampler CD (choose CDs from list below) or Get a T-shirt
� BCB 61/49 T-shirt - circle color/size Black White M L XL XXL XXXL
� Or send a one year subscription to a friend. (Include their name and address)
� Or add one more year to your subscription without a bonus
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 59 indicate choice or go to Art Room on bigcitybluesmag.com)

� SUBSCRIBE FOR THREE YEARS (18 issues) @ $120 and get the new Sampler CD #37
plus choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:
� 1 more sampler CD and a BCB 61/49 T-shirt (Indicate choice, color and size above)
� Or 2 more sampler CDs
� Or a BCB Island Shirt or a � BCB Workshirt Circle size M L XL XXL
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 59 indicate choice or go to Art Room on bigcitybluesmag.com)
� NEW! SUBSCRIBE FOR FIVE YEARS (30 issues) @ $175 and get all the new Big City

Blues Samplers as they are released (twice a year) and � BCB T-shirt or � BCB Island Shirt
or � a BCB Workshirt (Indicate colors and sizes above)
� LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION @ $550 Get Big City Blues Samplers, BCB T-shirt, BCB Island
Shirt, BCB Workshirt. USA ONLY

For details email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
All subscriptions, bonus CDs & Blues Gear are mailed First Class in protective
envelope and handling charges included. Sampler details at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
Choose your CDs from these Sampler CDs for 2 & 3 year subscriptions.
� CD Sampler #36 Imagine
� CD Sampler #35 Got Mojo? � CD Sampler #34 The Raven Speaks
� CD Sampler #33 Fresh � CD Sampler #32 Night Time Ia The Right Time
� CD Sampler #31 Goin’ Up The Country � CD Sampler #30 Mojo Hand
� CD Sampler #29 California Dreaming � CD Sampler #28 Happy to Have the Blues
� CD Sampler #27 I Like It Like That � CD Sampler #26 What Would Junior Do?
� CD Sampler #25 On the Road to Nowhere � CD Sampler #24 Finger Lickin’ Good

(add $50 USD per year outside USA) (add $10 USD per year for Canada)
(Credit Card surcharge will be added) Total amount ___________

name____________________________________________________________

address __________________________________________________________
city____________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __
email________________________________________Phone#______________
Credit Card #______________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __
Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ __� � � �

Terrance Simien
High Noon at
the Crossroads

NEW! Free Robert Jr signed
8x10 Art Prints with Subscriptions

Free w/ 2 yr subscription
Free w/ 3 yr subscription

See ad facing page (63) for selections
email: blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
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Backyard Blues, BBQ
& Brews Festival
Save The Date: August 8, 2026

Thornetta Davis

The
Fabulous
Horndogs

August 7, 2026
Sugar Mae’s Blues Camp

Meet & Greet & Blues with Capt. Dirk
around the fire for for Backyard Blues,

BBQ & Brews Campers & VIP
and sponsors!

Brendon
Linsley

Band

Lively Acres Campground
3805 W. Empire Highway
Empire, MI 49630 • 231-994-9339
Tickets for Campers:

$30 + Campground fee
Tickets for Non-campers:

$35 advance or $40 at the gate
Reserve your campsite now
(two-night minimum) at:
livelyacrescampground.com
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Sugar embarked on the #44
Legendary Rhythm &
Cruise on January 24th.

With her bluesy friend C-Note,
she set up and worked at the
successful Big City Rhythm &
Blues Magazine’s subscription
“Juke Joint” and the “Sailin’ on
the High Seas Silent Auction” on
the Holland America Nieuw
Statendam that set sail and
anchored at Half Moon Cay, St.
John, U.S.V.I and St. Maarten

with a boatful of Blues: Taj
Mahal & the Phantom Blues
Band , Kenny Wayne
Shepherd, Christone “Kingfish”
Ingram, Dumpstaphunk,
Tommy Castro & the
Painkillers, Ronnie Baker
Brooks, Danielle Nicole Band,
Victor Wainwright & the Train,
Vanessa Collier, Billy Branch &
the Sons of Blues Revue, Nick
Moss Band feat. Dennis
Gruenling, Southern Avenue,

SUGAR MAESUGAR MAE

60 Big City Rhythm & Blues • April-May 2026

All photos by Shirley Mae Owens unless otherwise credited

Harrell "Young Rell" Davenport stopped by to play at Sugar's high seas Big City Blues Juke
Joint. 1/29/26.

Tommy Castro fixed Sugar's guitar's "G-String" and live music began at Big City
Rhythm & Blues Magazine's High Seas Juke Joint! #44 LRBC, 1/27/26.

And I Ain’t Lyin’!

Vanessa Collier is a showstopper! #44 LRBC, 1/24/26
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Mr. Sipp, The Phantom Blues
Band, Doug MacLeod, Monster
Mike Welch, Zac Harmon &
the Drive, Jontavious Willis,
Keeshea Pratt Band, Ghalia
Volt, Dylan Triplett Band,
Mathias Lattin Band, Dave
Gross & Pat Harrington, Josh
Hoyer & Soul Colossal, Mitch
Woods, Rev. Billy C. Wirtz,
Daryl Davis, Kelley Hunt, Eden
Brent & Bob Dowell, Deanna
Bogart, Brooks Milgate, Mr.
Sipp’s Sugar Shack, Chuk
Barber’s Soul Lounge, Harrell
“Young Rell” Davenport, Kid &
Lisa Andersen, Stephen Hull
Experience and David Julia!

It was smooth sailing with
one stellar performance after
another plus a variety of semi-
nars and excellent cuisine choic-
es! Sugar stayed up one night

for Mr. Sipp’s Sugar Shack at 1
am! Other late night jamming
options were Chuk Barber’s
Soul Lounge (12:30 am) and
the Pro Jam (11:45 pm) outside
under the stars. Thank you to
the behind the scenes LRBC
Krewe!

When Sugar disembarked
(after locating a missing bag),
she began driving north bring-
ing the unusual cold temps back
to Michigan where they belong.
And Sugar thanks Barry &
Holly Walter (Siesta Key),
Renee Mack at the Paradise
Inn, Bar & Grill (Pensacola
Beach, FL) and Bill Talbot at
the Shack Up Inn (Clarksdale,
MS) for the lodging!

Love & happiness,
Sugar Mae

61April-May 2026 • Big City Rhythm & Blues

Taj Mahal was joined on stage by Kingfish, 1/29/26.

Tierinii Jackson's unstoppable contagious high energy on the high seas! 1/25/26

Nick Moss Band - L-R: Nick Moss, Pierce Downer (drums), Rodrigo Mantovani
(bass) & Dennis Guenling (harmonica/vocals)! B.B. King's Blues Club, #44 LRBC,
1/30/26
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• April 10 - 12, 2026 Tampa Bay
Blues Festival
St. Petersburg, FL
www.tampabaybluesfest.com
• April 11, 2026 Juke Joint Festival
Clarksdale, MS
www.jukejointfestival.com
• April 16-19, 2025
French Quarter Festival
New Orleans. LA
www.frenchquarterfest.org
• April 17-18, 2026
Baton Rouge Blues Festival
Baton Rouge, LA www.brblues.org
• April 23 - May 3, 2026
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage
Festival
New Orleans, LA
www.nojazzfest.com
• May 6, 2026
Blues Hall Fame Induction
Ceremony
Memphis, TN
www.blues.org
• May 7, 2026
Blues Music Awards
Memphis, TN
www.blues.org
• June - September, 2026 Legacy
Concerts on the Beach
Somers Point, NJ
www.tonymart.com

• June 4-7, 2026
Chicago Blues Festival
www.chicago.gov
• July 9-11, 2026
Briggs Farm Blues Festival
Briggsville, PA
www.briggsfarm.com
• August 7 & 8, 2026
Backyard Blues Brews & BBQ
& Sugar Mae’s Blues Camp
Lively Acres Campground
Empire, MI
www.livelyacrescampground.com
• October 3 & 4, 2026 Mississippi
John Hurt Homecoming
Avalon, MS
www.msjohnhurtfoundation.org
• October 8-10, 2026
King Biscuit Blues Festival
Helena, AR
www.kingbiscuitfestival.com
• Oct. 31 - Nov. 7, 2026
#45 Legendary Rhythm
& Blues Cruise
Mexican Riviera
bluescruise.com
• January 16-23, 2027
Big Easy Cruise
www.bigeasycruise.com
• January 31-Febuary 7, 2027
#46 Legendary Rhythm
& Blues Cruise
Eastern Caribbean
www.bluescruise.com

• Durham, NC
The Blue Note Grill
• Atlanta, GA
Northside Tavern
Darwins
Blind Willies
Fat Matt's
• Ann Arbor
The Ark
• Austin, TX
Antones
The Continental Club
Skylark Lounge
• Lockhart, Tx
Old Pal Texas Tavern
• Bay St. Louis, MS
100 Men Hall D.B.A.
• Biloxi, Mississippi
Ground Zero Biloxi

• Chicago, IL
Buddy Guy’s Legends
Rosa’s Lounge
Lee‘s Unleaded Blues
Reggies
Space
Kingston Mines
Taylor Street Tap
• Clarksdale, MS
Red’s Juke Joint
Ground Zero
• Detroit, MI
Third Man Records
Raven Lounge
Berts Marketplace
Northern Lights
PJ's Lager House
El Club
Token Lounge
• Florida

Skippers
Safety Harbor Art &
Music Center
• Fort Myers, FL

Buckingham Blues Bar
• Indianapolis, IN
Slippery Noodle
• Berwyn, IL

Fitzgerald’s
• Kansas City, MO
Knuckleheads
BB’s Lawnside Blues &
BBQ
• Los Angeles, CA
Harvelles Santa Monica
Maui Sugar Mill Saloon
Baby Blues BBQ
• Madison, WI
Red Rooster IN
• Memphis, TN
Rum Boogie
BB Kings
Wild Bills
• Milwaukee, WI
Mamies
•• Nashville,TN
Bourbon Street
Blues&Boogie
Third Man Records
• New Orleans, LA

Tipitinas
House Of Blues
B J's
Little Gem Theatre
Kermit's Mother-In -
Law Lounge
Maple Leaf Bar
Broadside Chickie Wah
Wah Rock N' Bowl
• New York, NY
Terra Blues
Red Lion
• Ocean Springs, MS
The Shed
The Julep Room
• Pensacola Beach
Paradise Bar & Grill
• Ponte Vedra, FL
Ponte Vedra Concert
Hall
• San Francisco, CA

Biscuits and Blues
The Saloon
Eli’s Mile High Club
Yoshi’s Oakland
San Jose, CA
Poor House Bistro
• St. Augustine Beach,
FL
Cafe 11
• Pensacola Beach, FL
Paradise Bar & Grill
• St Louis, MO
National Blues Museum
Broadway Oyster Bar
• St. Georges, DE
St. Georges Country
Store
• Woodstock, NY
Colony
• Zachary, LA
Teddy’s Juke Joint

2026-2027 Festivals & Special Events

Safety Harbor Art & Music Center
Safety Harbor, FL

Junior’s Jukes-Big City Rhythm & Blues Clubs

Almost Backatown
(l-r) James Andrews, Don Bartholomew Sr., Deacon John, Clarence Frogman

Henry, Irma Thomas, Emile Jackson, Rogan Davis
(front l-r) John Mooney, Coco Robicheaux, Altonio Jackson, Don

Bartholomew Jr, New Orleans, LA, Lundi Gras 2011.

Photo/Robert Jr. Whitall
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