
58 Big City Rhythm & Blues • Aug.-Sept. 2023

Koko Taylor was born Cora
Walton on September 28, 1928 on
a sharecropper farm near
Memphis,Tennessee. At age 11
her mother died leaving her and
her five siblings to work the harsh
cotton fields with their father.
Listening to the blues on the radio
and singing in church were her
early influences. In 1952, she
moved to Chicago with her hus-
band Robert (“Pops”) Taylor.
Working as a housekeeper during
the day and singing at blues clubs
at night got her noticed in 1963 by
Chess Records’ producer Willie
Dixon, who signed her and in 1965 “Wang Dang Doodle” sold more than a mil-
lion copies. From 1975 to 2007 Koko recorded for Alligator Records. Taylor
received a Grammy Award for the Atlantic’s Blues Explosion and 29 Blues
Music Awards. On June 3, 2009 the “Queen of the Blues” Koko Taylor died in
Chicago at age 80.

GET ON
THE BUS!

The Adventures Of Sugar 
And Junior on the Radio Free
Amsterdam-John Sinclair Show
Go to http://www.bigcitybluesmag.com/ for direct links to these shows

FRESH Episode 1003 is CD Sampler #33 from Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine
featuring Robert Jr. & Sugar Mae, Jose Ramirez, Larry McCray, Henri Herbert,
Dave Keyes, John Sinclair & Tom Worrell, Chris Canas, John Primer, Jimmy
Johnson, Joseph Veloz, Mud Morganfield, Peter Veleska & the Blues Train, Little
Freddie King, and Todd Sharpville.
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-1003-fresh/
Bobby Rush & Mizz Lowe Take My Love Show 991, December 24, 2022
Https://radioamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show--991-take-my-love/
BONESHAKERS SHOW 988 Cass Corridor, Detroit, December 5, 2022 [23017]
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-988-boneshakers/
Night Time Is The Right Time-Songs from Big City Blues Sampler #32
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-970-night-time-is-the-right-time/
Every Day Of Your Life—Jimmy Johnson
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-913-every-day-of-your-life/
California Dreaming
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-901-california-dreaming/
100 Years Of Blues
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-886-100-years-of-blues/
Music from Big City Rhythm & Blues Sampler #28
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-282-happy-to-have-the-blues/ 
Bobby Rush Rawer Than Raw
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-883-rawer-than-raw-2/
Bettye LaVette and her brand new album for Verve Records Blackbirds
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-875-blackbirds/
Music from guitarist Lurrie Bell’s album Let’s Talk About Love
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-871-lets-talk-about-love/
Music from new album by the Back Track Blues Band 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-862-joy-joy-joy/
The new album by Sugaray Rayford
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-861-somebody-save-me/
An hour of music from the Sampler #27 (2020)
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-860-i-like-it-like-that/ 
Featuring the new album by Tinsley Ellis
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-857-ice-cream-in-hell/
Music by drummer Kenny “Beady Eyes” Smith 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-855-beady-eyes-2/
Music and  conversation with bluesman Larry McCray
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-850-believe-it
Music and conversation with Thornetta Davis
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-849-honest-woman/
Toronzo Cannon conversation at the Token Lounge in Detroit.
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-830-sweet-sweet-sweet/
Baton Rouge bluesman Kenny Neal, Tab Benoit, Billy Branch, and Mitch Woods
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-822-neal-and-prey/
North Mississippi drummer, vocalist & bandleader Cedric Burnside
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-821-please-tell-it-baby/
Conversation with guitarist and singer Samantha Fish
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-820-chills-fever/
Interview with singer & guitarist Jonathan Long at JazzFest 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-810-shine-your-love/
Sugar and Junior from Clarksdale, Misissippi with Charlie Musselwhite 
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-807-clarksdale-boogie/
Big Ciity Rhythm & Blues Magazine CD Sampler #25
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-792-on-the-road-to-nowhere/
George Porter Jr. at New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-761-meterman/ 
Go to http://www.bigcitybluesmag.com/ for direct links to the shows

Leo
July 24- August 23:
8/1/53 – Robert Cray, Columbus, GA
8/1/57 – Dietra Farr, Chicago, IL
8/2/1844 – Pork Miller, Burkeville, VA
8/3/15 – Mercy Dee Walton, Waco, TX
8/3/62 – Joanna Connor, Brooklyn, NY
8/6/1900 – Willie Brown, Cleveland, MS
8/6/22 – Willie Nix, Memphis, TN
8/7/17 – Mose Vinson, Holly Springs, MS
8/7/23 – Jimmie Witherspoon, Gordon, AR
8/7/44 – Denny Freeman, Orlando, FL
8/8/62 – Deak Harp, New Jersey
8/8/1900 – Lucky Millinder, Anniston, AL
8/8/33 – Joe Tex, Rogers, TX
8/12/17 – Big Walter Price, Gonzales, TX
8/12/20 – Percy Mayfield, Minden, CA
8/12/52 – Terry “Big T” Williams, Farrell, MS
8/13/19 – Baby Boy Warren, Lake
Providence, LA
8/13/21 – Jimmy McCracklin, St. Louis, MO
8/13/21 – Son Seals, Osceola, AR
8/16/28 – Eddie Kirkland, Dothan, AL
8/17/39 – Luther Allison, Widener, AR
8/18/28 – Barkin’ Bill Smith, Cleveland, MS
8/19/36 – Little Johnny Christian,
Cleveland, MS
8/21/31 – Roscoe Shelton, Lynchburg, TN
8/22/10 – Addie “Sweet Peas” Spivey,
Houston, TX
8/22/11 – Kate McTell, Savannah, GA
8/22/17 – John Lee Hooker, Clarksdale, MS

Virgo
August 24 – September 22:
8/23/1903 – Ruby Smith, New York, NY
8/24/1905 – Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup,
Forest, MS
8/24/15 – Wynonie Harris, Omaha, NE
8/26/1902 – Jimmy Rushing, Oklahoma
City, OK
8/28/1903 – Mary “Diamond Teeth Mary”
McClain, Logan City, WV

8/29/20 – Charlie Parker, Kansas City, KS
8/29/24 – Dinah Washington, Tuscaloosa,
AL
8/30/13 – Olive Brown, St. Louis, MO
9/1/40 – Johnny Moore, West Point, MS
9/2/14 – Booker T. Laury, Memphis, TN
9/3/24 – Charlie Booker, Moorhead, MS
9/3/34 –Freddie King, Gilmer, TX
9/4/18 – Archie Edwards, Union Hall, VA
9/5/1907 – Albert “Sunnyland Slim”
Laundrew, Vance, MS
9/6/36 – Ollie Nightingale, Batesville, MS
9/7/34 – Little Milton, Inverness, MS
9/10/25 – Roy Brown, New Orleans, LA
9/10/51 – Johnny Rawls, Purvis, MS
9/11/40 – Walter “Wolfman” Belfour, Holly
Springs, MS
9/13/22 – Charles Brown, Texas City, TX
9/15/11 – Silas Hogan, Westover, LA
9/16/25 – BB King, Indianola, MS
9/16/26 – Fred Below, Chicago, IL
9/16/35 – Billy Boy Arnold, Chicago, IL
9/17/31 – Eddie Burks, Greenwood, MS
9/18/29 – Louis Myers, Byhalia, MS
9/19/1887 – Lovie Austin
9/20/30 – Eddie Bo, New Orleans, LA
9/22/55 – Hash Brown, Texas

Libra
September 23 – October 22:
9/23/34 - Little Joe Blue, Vicksburg, MS
9/24/24 - Alden “Tarheel Slim” Bunn, Bailey,
NC
9/25/10 - Rosa Lee Hill, Como, MS
9/25/36 – Booba Barnes, Longwood, MS
9/27/27 - George “Earring” Mayweather,
Tilly’s Mills, AL
9/28/10 – Houston Stackhouse, Wesson,
MS
9/28/35 - Koko Taylor, Memphis, TN
9/30/30 - Eddie Bo, New Orleans, LA
9/30/35 – ZZ Hill, Naples, TX
9/30/51 – Sarah Brown, Evanston, IL

Birthday Blues
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ARTWORK BY ROBERT JR WHITALL

Marie Laveau

Frida Kahlo

Irma Thomas Billy Holiday Linda Ronstadt

Janis Bettye LaVette Josephine Baker Samantha Fish

Marsha Ball

Bonnie Raitt

Aretha

Joni Mitchel

LADIES OF THE BLUES STIR
MY SOUL—Robert Jr

Email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
Original 16x20 paintings are available, framed and signed, prices

negotiable. Many more portraits are available, see the artroom at
bigcitybluesmag.com Call for more details 248-582 1544
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1. Handsome Bob,
Junior & Sugar
“Rave On!” (1:07)
Big City Rhythm & Blues
Magazine CD
Sampler 34
bigcitybluesmag.com
The Three Amigos Ride
Again - Rave On!

2. Samantha Fish &
Jesse Dayton
“Kick Out The
Jams”(2:45)
Live In Europe
Rounder Records
www.rounder.com

Samantha Fish and
Jesse Dayton have been
kicking up a storm
across the country and
around the globe. “Kick

Out The Jams!”

3. Johnny Sansone
“The Lord Is Waiting and
the Devil Is Too” (4:51)
The Lord is Waiting and
the Devil is Too
Shortstack Records
www.johnnysansone.com

Johnny Sansone and
Jon Fohl are quite a pair.
New Orleans' finest
bringing harp and guitar
to a happy, groovy place.
Nice shoes, Johnny.

4. Blackburn Brothers
“Bobby’s Blues” (4:41)
Soul Funkn’ BLUES
Electro-Fi Records
www.electrofi.com
The Blackburn Brothers

are Canada’s finest rising
stars. The “Blues
Brothers” of Toronto are
bringing the funk to the
north and are now going
to bring it to you.

5. The Chitlins
“Too Late” (4:30)
Peace Love & Chitlins
Chitcreek Music
www.thechitlins.net

The Chitlins are a Gulf
Coast treasure playing

real blues and living a
sailor’s life. If you are on
the Coast, look for The
Chitlins.

6. Sidetracked Blues
Band
“All Your Love (I Miss
Loving)“ (4:43)
Single
Hander Pander Records
sidetrackedaustin.com

The Sidetracked Blues
Band bring Texas-style
blues influenced by
Wisconsin waters on
their new CD. They need
all your love so don’t get
“Sidetracked,” find their
CD and if in Austin,
Texas see them live.

7. Sandy Haley
“Never Sleep Your Way to
the Middle” (3:34)
Feels Like Freedom
Sandy Haley Music,
sandyhaleymusic.com

Sandy Haley is the angel
of Los Angeles and
California. Originally from
Michigan, Haley puts the
funk in her new songs on
her CD “Feels Like
Heaven.”

8. Dave Edwards Band
“Smooth Talk”(4:13)
Everytime I Roll The Dice
thelookde@net
The Dave Edwards
Band. Look out! Here
comes Dave and his
rockin’ band giving tribute

to Delbert McClinton!
“Tell Me About it!”

9. Lisa Biales
“At Christmas” (4:09)
At Christmas
Big Song Music
www.lisabiales.com

Lisa Biales - “The Belle
of the Blues” is also our
holiday queen as she
celebrates Christmas
year round with her
California elves Tony

60

The Raven Speaks!
Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s CD Sampler 34

Here we go at the beach in Atlantic City or the beautiful sand beaches of Lake
Michigan, north away from the crowds, traffic, heat and confusion. I found this old
raven behind the post office in Glen Arbor, Michigan - the “Queen of Glen Arbor!”

Ravens are cool and I have a ball trying to feed them and entertain them. I
need to get one to talk and sing! We have a bird-filled sampler here, music from
New York City, New Orleans, Detroit, Toronto, Austin, Texas, Simi Valley, California,
Gulfport, Mississippi, Ohio and Burdickville, Michigan. Help these musicians by
going to see them live and by buying their music.

Our samplers are released every six months and are not for sale. They are
exclusively for Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s subscribers. Subscribe today!
Help get their songs out there!

Thank-you Sugar, Charlie, Guy and Bob Monteleone!
Summertime blues! Kick out the jams!
Love, happiness, peace & hope,
“Nothing compares to 2 U...” Sister Sinead
Robert Jr. Whitall
CDs and samplers are important to musicians. After a performance that is how

they make money and get to meet you! Support your local musicians and go see
live music. And thank you for subscribing!

Big City Rhythm & Blues • Aug.-Sept. 2023

The Raven Speaks
Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine Sampler #34 - 2023
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Braunagel and Johnny
Lee Schell. Cheers!

10. Ed Jackon’s
Time Out
“Six O’Clock” (4:59)
Smooth Heat
Self
www.EJTimeout.com
Ed Jackson’s Time Out.

Ed continues the legacy
that Michael Packer left -
East Coast blues.
Everyone knows 5
o’clock and 7 o’clock, Ed
introduces us to 6 o’clock
with some “Smooth Heat.”

11. Little Freddie King,
“Don’t Worry About Me”
(3:56)
Blues Medicine
Made Wright Records

www.littlefreddieking.com
Little Freddie King is New
Orleans' last gut bucket
pioneer. He has been
playing since the last
century and can still
dance the night away.
Coke no ice please!

12. The Chitlins
“Fool For Your Stockings”
(4:58)
Peace Love & Chitlins

Chitcreek Music
www.thechitlins.net
The Chitlins bring you
southern-smoked blues
to bring you out of any
funk! They will be head-
lining the 2023 Bogalusa
Blues Festival.

13. Burdickville Boys
“If It Rains” (3:37)
I Can’t Drive 65
PyramidPointCustomeGui
tars/Facebook

The Burdickville Boys is a
jam session band that
have blossomed into a
swinging good time band.
You can only see them
live on Tuesdays in
Burdickville or buy their
CDs.

14. J Monque D
Blues Band
“La Belle Louisianne”
(4:12)
Chitlins Eatin Music
The Orchard
www.louisianamusic
factory.com
J is a walking dictionary
for Louisiana blues from
Baton Rouge to New
Orleans, J has the goods

and it is a shame that he
is not a deejay! Bon Ton
Roule!

15. Obatek and the
Intergalactic
“Space Jam,” (2:13)
Self-Produced
Obatek/FB
Obetak & The
Intergalactic have out of
this world songs (nonhu-

man) will electrify your
world. So if you see any
extraterrestrials buy their
CDs! Area 52!

16 Handsome Bob,
Junior & Sugar
“Raven Days” (0:35)
Big City Rhythm & Blues
Magazine’s CD
Sampler 34
bigcitybluesmag.com
Handsome Bob, Junior
and Sugar Mae are at a
bird sanctuary checking
out the ravens, the hum-
mingbirds, the eagles and
the groesbecks. Caw,
caw, caw!

Get the 2023 Big City Blues Sampler CD #34 The Raven
Speaks FREE when you subscribe (or renew) plus more

bonus deals available!

61

Call 248-582-1544 or email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Store open now at www.bigcitybluesmag.com

“Happy to Have the Blues”
Sampler # 28 2020

“Caiifornia Dreaming”
Sampler # 29 2021

“Mojo Hand”
Sampler # 30 2021

Goin Up The Country
Sampler # 31 2022

Night Time Is Right Time
Sampler # 32 2022

Fresh
Sampler # 33 2023

More bonus samplers available, see list in subscription order form on page 59.

Bonus Big City Blues Sampler CDs!
Limited quantity get them while supplies last.

Subscription Order Form is on next page

To sign up for participation on our
samplers contact Robert Jr Whitall
at blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Aug.-Sept. 2023 • Big City Rhythm & Blues
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Send check, money order or credit card information to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805 check & circle choices
� 6149 Sterling Silver Necklace $100 � 6149 Sterling Silver Pin $100
� 61/49 T-shirt $30 Blk or Wht - M L XL XXL XXXL
� Island shirt $50 M L XL XXL � Workshirt $50 M L XL XXL
S & H for USA/Canada included. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. While supplies last.
(Outside USA & Canada plus Shipping & Handling) (Mich. residents add 6% sales tax)

(Credit Card surcharge will be added ) Amount enclosed ______________

name______________________________________________________________

address ____________________________________________________________

city_______________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __

email_______________________________________________________________

Credit Card #_________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __

Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ ___

Dr John
Midnight at the

Crossroads

61/49 T-shirt black
or white $30

Harmonica Shah sez, “I got my Big
City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s

Island Shirt!” Get yours free
when you subscribe!

Blues Wear!
Subscribe

or buy!
2 or 3 Year

subscriptions
can get a t-shirt
or are available
for sale below!

Love
Blues?

6149 JEWELRY Sterling Silver
necklace or pin ON SALE $100

Visit our Roadhouse Store at
www.bigcitybluesmag.com
to see more bonus selections and to order
online and use Credit Cards with PayPal.
Or use this order form below by mail or
email your order with your choices, colors
and size to blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
to pay by PayPal Invoice.
For credit card over the phone 248-582-1544

Love
Blues?

Subscription by Mail Order Form

Big Bonus subscription deals:
Order online at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
• 1 Year Subscription
• (6 issues) @ $45 and get the new Sampler #34 CD The Raven Speaks.
• 2 Year Subscription (12 issues) @ $80 and get the new
Sampler #34 CD The Raven Speaks plus your choice of ONE of these
bonus extras:
• 1 more Sampler CD or
• a BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• Send a one year subscription to a friend or
• Add one more year to subscription
• NEW- 8x10 art print
• 3 Year Subscription (18 issues) @ $120 and get
the new Sampler #34 CD The Raven Speaks plus your choice of ONE
bonus extra:
• 2 more sampler CDs or • 1 more sampler CD & BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCB Workshirt
• NEW- 8x10 art print
• 5 Year Subscription (30 issues) @ $175 and get
every new Sampler CD released (twice a year or more) and
BCB 61/49 T-shirt or • a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCB Workshirt
• Special Lifetime Subscription @ $550 Get all Big City
Blues Samplers, a BCB 61/49 T-shirt, BCB Island Shirt, BCB Workshirt.

Don’t miss these bonus deals by sending check, money order or credit cards to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805
� SUBSCRIBE FOR ONE YEAR (6 issues) @ $45 and get the new Sampler CD #34
� SUBSCRIBE FOR TWO YEARS (12 issues) @ $80 and get the new Sampler CD #34 plus

your choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:
� 1 more sampler CD (choose CDs from list below) or Get a T-shirt
� BCB 61/49 T-shirt - circle color/size Black White M L XL XXL XXXL
� Or send a one year subscription to a friend. (Include their name and address)
� Or add one more year to your subscription without a bonus
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 63 indicate choice)
� SUBSCRIBE FOR THREE YEARS (18 issues) @ $120 and get the new Sampler CD #34

plus choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:
� 1 more sampler CD and a BCB 61/49 T-shirt (Indicate choice, color and size above)
� Or 2 more sampler CDs
� Or a BCB Island Shirt or a � BCB Workshirt Circle size M L XL XXL
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 63 indicate choice
� NEW! SUBSCRIBE FOR FIVE YEARS (30 issues) @ $175 and get all the new Big City Blues
Samplers as they are released (twice a year) and � BCB T-shirt or � BCB Island Shirt
or � a BCB Workshirt (Indicate colors and sizes above)
� LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION @ $550 Get Big City Blues Samplers, BCB T-shirt, BCB Island
Shirt, BCB Workshirt. USA ONLY
For details email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
All subscriptions, bonus CDs & Blues Gear are mailed First Class in protective
envelope and handling charges included. Sampler details at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
Choose your CDs from these Sampler CDs for 2 & 3 year subscriptions.
� CD Sampler #33 Fresh � CD Sampler #32 Night Time Ia The Right Time
� CD Sampler #31 Goin’ Up The Country � CD Sampler #30 Mojo Hand
� CD Sampler #29 California Dreaming � CD Sampler #28 Happy to Have the Blues
� CD Sampler #27 I Like It Like That � CD Sampler #26 What Would Junior Do?
� CD Sampler #25 On the Road to Nowhere � CD Sampler #24 Finger Lickin’ Good
� CD Sampler #23 We Jukin’ Here! � CD Sampler #22 Summer Of Love
� CD Sampler #21 Down the Road � CD Sampler #19 Old School Cool
� CD Sampler #18 Full Moon Beach Party � CD Sampler #17 Murder of Crows

(add $50 USD per year outside USA) (add $10 USD per year for Canada)
(Credit Card surcharge will be added) Total amount ___________

name____________________________________________________________

address __________________________________________________________
city____________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __
email________________________________________Phone#______________
Credit Card #______________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __
Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ __� � � �

Terrance Simien
High Noon at
the Crossroads

NEW! Free Robert Jr signed
8x10 Art Prints with Subscriptions

Free w/ 2 yr subscription
Free w/ 3 yr subscription

See ad facing page (63) for selections
email: blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
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Sugar & Junior’s annual trek
to the New Orleans Jazz
& Heritage Festival in its

52nd year is always held on the
last weekend in April and the
first weekend in May. For seven
days thousands of musicians
perform on the 15 stages that
take over the Fairgrounds race
course. Definitely a big high-
light is Jazzfest food — mouth-
watering Louisiana cajun and
creole dishes and for this year a
taste of Puerto Rico. Its rich

musical heritage and traditions
were celebrated at Jazzfest’s
Cultural Exchange Pavillion
with bomba, plena, salsa and
reggaeton rhythms, parades and
crafts. Sugar kicked off her 25th
Jazzfest with John “Papa”
Gros, Al “Carnival Time”
Johnson, Clarence “Frogman”
Henry, Wanda Rouzan, The
Dixie Cups, Kermit Ruffins,
Charlie Musselwhite and
Mavis Staples. Day 2 Deak
Harp brought his unique act to

the standing room only huge
Blues Tent Stage with
Quicksand on drums, next
was Charmaine Neville, Mitch
Woods, Sonny Landreth, The
Campbell Brothers, Samantha
Fish, (Festival Stage),
Catherine Russell (Economy
Stage) and Kingfish. Day 3 and
the final day of the first week-
end began with Little Freddie
King, Ivan Neville’s
Dumpstafunk, Gary Clark Jr.,
Kenny Neal, Tedeschi Trucks,
Los Lobos and Marcus King.

The three days between
JazzFest weekends - May 1st-
3rd - is the NOLA Crawfish
Festival at The Broadside.
Sugar & Junior stopped by
Shaggy’s NOLA Crawfish
Festival (5/2 &3) where the
crawfish was flowing as well as
great music by Luther
Dickinson, Lost Bayou
Ramblers, Terence Higgins
Gator Blaq featuring Jonathan
“Boogie” Long and Eric
Johnson and fun with an ulti-
mate crawfish cook off where
celebrity judges scored each
dish.

Day 4, Thursday May 4th,
Sugar photographed Michael
Doucett first then caught up to
the blues funeral second line
for Walter “Wolfman”
Washington’s ancestor unveil-
ing memorial ceremony at
Congo Square Field. Back to
the stages Sugar saw John

SUGAR MAESUGAR MAE

64

Celebrity Judge Lily at the 2023 NOLA
Crawfish Festival!

Big City Rhythm & Blues • Aug.-Sept. 2023

The Dixie Cups with Arthel Neville, April 28, 2023.

All photos by Shirley Mae Owens unless otherwise credited

Sugar & Junior brought Tommy Castro
on a pre-Jazzfest tour stopping by
Little Feddie King’s home in the
Musician's Village, April 20, 2023.

Buddy Guy’s Damn Right Farewell Tour
stopped at Jazzfest, opening for
Santana who sat on the stage watching
Buddy’s every move.

Deak Harp kicked off Jazzfest's second
weekend to a standing room only
crowd, April 29, 2023.

Derek Trucks & Susan Tedeschi with their band, on the big Jazz Fest Stage, April 30, 2023.

And I Ain’t Lyin’!
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Money, Buddy Guy, Johnny
Sansone, A Roadmasters
Tribute to Walter Wolfman
with Irma Thomas, Ivan
Neville, Mem Shannon, Jon
Cleary, Deacon John and Alex
McMurray then it was time
for Santana and wrapped it up
at Larkin & Poe.

Day 5, Friday J Monque D
with his young line-up of
interns began her day followed
by Marcia Ball, Glen Hartman
& the Earthtones featuring
Washboard Chaz, Chris
Thomas King, Sue Foley, Irma
Thomas, Molly Tuttle &
Golden Highway, CJ Chenier,
John Boutte, Jon Batiste and
Eric Gales.

Day 6, there was a short rain
delay but soon Deacon John
had everyone happy in the
Blues Tent while Judith Owen
& Her Gentlemen Callers per-
formed at The Economy Tent.
Other acts Sugar heard
were The Tin Men,The
Lumineers, H.E.R., John Hiatt
and Keb Mo.

For Jazzfest’s finale-Sunday,
May 7th, Sugar saw Ernie
Vincent, Jonathan “Boogie”
Long, Jambalaya Cajun Band,
Zigaboo Modeliste, Sweet
Cecilia, Martha Redbone, Glen
David Andrews made an high
energy appearance with
Galactic, Continental Drifters,
Tab Benoit, Melissa Etheridge
and The Flatlanders.

Sugar & Junior ended their
New Orleans trip where they
began at Elizabeth’s - “Real
Food Done Real Good.”

On the way back Up North,
Sugar & Junior stopped by
Clarksdale’s Shack Up Inn,
Ms. Jane, Deak Harp’s
Emporium and Charlie
Musselwhite’s house where his
wife Henri was getting deliv-
ered a new old RV.

It’s Sugar’s favorite time to
be living by Lake Michigan in
the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore. “It’s like
living in a resort,” sez Junior.

Happy trails!
Love & happiness,
Sugar Mae

Red hot Samantha Fish, Fest Stage,
April 29, 2023.

Charlie Musselwhite opened for Mavis
Staples, Blues Tent Stage, April 28, 2023.

Bandleader Deacon John Moore
performs at every Jazzfest, May 4, 2023.

Taj Mahal brought the blues to the Fais
Do-Do Stage, April 29, 2023.

Kingfish flying high at Jazzfest's Blues
Tent Stage, April 29, 2023.

Mavis Staples lifted everyone up at the Blues Tent Stage, April 28, 2023.

Carlos Santana, "Oye Como Va,"
Festival Stage, May 4, 2023.
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Ivan Neville performed 11 times during
the 2023 Jazzfest marathon, April 28,
2023.

Mitch Woods knows how to boogie
woogie! April 29, 2023.
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• Aug. 12, 2023
KWS Backroads Blues Festival

Highland, CA
www.kennywayneshepherd.net

• August 18-20, 2023
White Mountain Boogie

N’ Blues Festival
Thornton, NH

www.whitemountainboogie.com

• September 8-10, 2023
Wheatland Music Festival

Remus, MI
www.Wheatland music.org

• September 29-30, 2023
Bogalusa Blues & Heritage

Festival
Bogalusa, Louisiana
åwww.bogalusa.com

• Oct. 4-7, 2023
King Biscuit Blues Festival

Helena, Arkansas www.kingbiscuit-
bluesfestival.com

• Oct. 13-15, 2023
Crescent City Blues & BBQ

Festival
New Orleans, Louisiana www.jaz-

zandheritage.org

• Oct. 7 & 8, 2023
Forgotten Music Festival

Port St. Joe, FL
www.forgottenmusicfestival.com

• Oct 28 - Nov 4, 2023
Legendary Rhythm & Blues

Cruise #39
Mexican Rivera

www.bluescruise.com

• Nov. 4 - 11, 2023
The Big Easy Cruise

Ft. Lauderdale, New Orleans,
Cozumel

www.bigeasycruise.com

• January 16-20, 2024
International Blues Challenge

Memphis, TN
www.blues.org

• Jan 28 - Feb 4, 2024
Legendary Rhythm & Blues

Cruise #40
Western Caribbean

www.bluescruise.com

• April 12-14, 2024
Tampa Bay Blues Festival

St. Petersburg, FL
www.tampabaybluesfest.com

• April 26 - May 5, 2024
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage

Festival
New Orleans, LA

www.nojazzfest.com

• Oct. 26~Nov. 2, 2024
Legendary Rhythm & Blues

Cruise #41
Southeastern Caribbean

www.bluescruise.com
Look For Our Booth At These Wonderful Festivals!

Come Say Hi! To Sugar And Junior!

• Abbeville, LA
Richard Sale Barn
• Atlanta, GA
Northside Tavern
Darwins
Blind Willies
Fat Matt's
• Ann Arbor
The Ark
• Austin, TX
Antones
The Continental Club
Skylark Lounge
• Biloxi, Mississippi
Ground Zero Biloxi
• Chicago, IL
Chicago B.L.U.E.S.
Buddy Guy’s Legends
Rosa’s Lounge

Lee‘s Unleaded Blues
Reggies
Motor Row Brewery
Space
Kingston Mines
Taylor Street Tap
• Clarksdale, MS
Red’s Juke Joint
Ground Zero
• Detroit, MI
Third Man Records
Raven Lounge
Berts Marketplace
Northern Lights
Otus Supply
PJ's Lager House
El Club
Token Lounge
• Florida
Skippers
Bradfordville blues club

• Indianapolis, IN
Slippery Noodle
• Berwyn, IL
Fitzgerald’s
• Kansas City, MO
Knuckleheads
BB’s Lawnside Blues
& BBQ
• Kalkaska, MI
Kalkuska Lounge
• Los Angeles, CA
Harvelles Santa
Monica
Maui Sugar Mill Saloon
Baby Blues BBQ
• Madison, WI
Red Rooster IN
• Massachuestts
Bull Run
• Memphis, TN
BBKings
Rum Boogie

Wild Bills
• Milwaukee, WI
Mamies
•• Nashville,TN
Bourbon Street
Blues&Boogie
Third Man Records
• New Orleans, LA
Tipitinas
House Of Blues
BBKings
B J's
Little Gem Theatre
Kermit's Mother-In -
Law Lounge
Benny's Bar
• New York, NY
Terra Blues
55 Bar
Ocean Springs, MS
The Shed

The Julep Room
• Palatine, IL
Mac’s On Slade
• San Francisco, CA
Biscuits and Blues
The Saloon
Eli’s Mile High Club
Yoshi’s Oakland
San Jose, CA
Poor House Bistro
• St Louis, MO
BB’s Jazz, Blues &
Soups
National Blues
Museum
Broadway Oyster Bar
• Wilimington, DE
St George’s Country
Store
• Zachary, LA
Teddy’s Juke Joint

Junior’s Jukes-Big City Rhythm & Blues Clubs
SUPPORT LIVE BLUES — WHILEYOU LIVE!! Affiliated Blues clubs, jukes and music halls

2023-2024 Festivals & Special Events

Sugar, Larry Fulcher & Junior, 2023 Blues On The Fox.

Ann Arbor, Michigan’s cool venue–
The Ark.

Photo/Bob O Walesa

Photo/Robert Jr Whitall
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