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Even today, %e king of
the blues still %ns.

B.B. King took blues music to a global stage with his singular voice, his masterful
guitar playing, and his relentless touring schedule. Despite his fame, the King of
the Blues never forgot his hometown of Indianola. That's where you'll find the

B. B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center. Their collections include King's
"Lucille” guitars, a replica of his home recording studio, and even his tour bus. Plan
your music tour of Mississippi at VisitMississippi.org/MusicMuseums.

#WanderMS

MISNSYPPI

Interpretive Center | Indianola, Mississippi BIRTHPLACE of AMERICA'S MUSIC

B. B. King Museum and Delta
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LEGENDARY RENOWNED RADIO ICON

TOM DAVIS, AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS @Q
DR. LOVE, IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE =/
LAUNCH OF HIS NEW VENTURE:

LOVE INTERNET RECORDS.

LOVE INTERNET RECORDS WILL EMBRACE A DIVERSE
RANGE OF GENRES, WITH A SPECIAL FOCUS ON BLUES

MORE THAN JUST A RECORD LABEL,
IT STANDS AS A SYMBOL OF HOPE,
RESILIENCE, AND THE ENDURING
STRENGTH OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT.
WITH THIS ENDEAVOR, TOM DAVIS
IS COMMITTED TO DISCOVERING

1 AT PIGHED

AND SUPPORTING TALENTED
ARTISTS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE. -
THE LABEL WILL SERVE AS A i @ LLHEN i WEIET
PLATFORM FOR VOICES THAT ALY T B con “! sl ﬂ
DESERVE TO BE HEARD-ARTISTS A 59t

WHO ARE NOT ONLY MUSICALLY
GIFTED BUT ALSO SHARE A VISION

OF POSITIVITY AND I'wwmm"m THE KII

ISTREAMINE

PERSEVERANCE. WWWDR-OVECON
SATURDAYS 3PM-S5PM

STREAMING ON THE JAZL FORUM PLUS
MIXELOUD 4PM EST FRIDAYS

CATHEAD
“DISTILLERY

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY: LOVE INTERNET RADIO, THE KING 1010 AM
DR. LOVE RADIO, CATHEAD DISTILLERY, PROTO

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR VENDORS AND SPONSORS
FOR MORE INFO CALL 678-613-7681 DR-LOVE.COM

. N
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TO BLUES
in The

Afternoon

Pennsylvaruas Largest Blues festival

BRIGGS FARM |

BLUES FESTIVAL
_Taly, 1041120 |

ot F‘_’-”#

r

SATURDAYS 3PM-SPM

STREAMING ON THE JAZZ FORUM PLUS
MIXCLOUD 4PM EST FRIDAYS

e Kb~ ._ . i |
WY | 26th Annual
ﬂlc Best: Me'ekeml of e hzdr

Sugar Mae’s Blues Camp

July 18 &19 2025

Sleeping Bear Dunes Lakeshore
Featuring Delta Blues by Capt. Dirk Wissbaum
and more! - blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

' WWW BHIGGSFABM GﬂM Bﬂlﬁ'b‘s VILLE PA

.,_,“;:.é.
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BIGCITY ' ' (VIEWS INSIDE

Blues Festin’' From
Coast To Coast!

CQlebraiing 30 years OI-Big City Sierra Green
Rhythm & Blues Magazine! Weling il Gt

Photo/Shirle Mae Owens | Tampa Bay Blues Festival Promoters
“The secret to life is Who Never Backtrack from their
Dedication to the Experience............ 14

to have a task, some-
thing you devote your
entire life to, something
you bring everything to,
every minute of the day
for your whole life. And
the most important thing
is — it must be some-
thing you cannot possi-
bly do!” —Henry Moore

The History of the

King Biscuit Blues Festival .....18
White Mountain Boogie

and Blues Festival

Thornton, NH August 15-17, 2025.......20
North River Blues Festival
Marshfield, MA August 23-24, 2025..21
Briggs Farm Blues Festival
"BEST WEEKEND of the YEAR" ........ 22
Swamp(gr)Ass Get Down
Commemorating T-Bois Blues Fest ....24
Quantum Leap Music Fest

t always seems impossi- August 14 - 17, 2025 ..o 26
ble to me when I begm Bluesin’ It Up at 2025
working on publishing Chicago Blues Festival.............. 28

another Big City Rhythm &
Blues Magazine issue. It is :
so all encompassing as I net- I L} §

work and connect and put i | .

all the pieces together from ! | »

scratch. Thanks to Big City . - - ——

Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s : Under the big Blues Tent, Sugar & Sierra Green taking care of busi-
graphic designer Charlie ness! New Orleans Jazz & Heriluge FesI, 5/]/25

New in New Hampshire!
Granite State Blues Festival.
Manchester, NH. August 2, 2025........ 29
Mardi Gras on the Boardwalk
Kennedy Plaza, Atlantic City, .......... 29
Small Town Blues Festivals

in the Mid-West and South........ 30

Auringer who beautifully o Hastings St Boogie

lays out each issue and Tom' 0'Connor's crawfish boil outside the gates of New Orleans Jazz & Michigan Blues Festivals

makes it look easy. And big Heritage Fest! 5/4/25 A Celebration of Blues Music

thanks to Guy Powell, Bob - A Across the State.....coorrreveveeesssnnnn. 32

Monteleone, Eric - A

Harabadian and all the Big I\OANTHE ROAD q

City Blues Krewe of con- 1ss1ssippl 4

tributing writers! Great job! Minnesotd. ... 36
Now is the time to sup- Atlanta....... 38

port and visit your favorite Slere] i —-—-— 39

Blues Festival. There have Scn_ltcx Barbara.....coceeveereeceveinieineieineenes 41

been several blues festival (111G O NG — 42

WiISCONSIN ..veeeeieicirieeirieeieiseeeseeaes 43

changes, and a big one is

the cancellation of The Austin TeXas ...ccoevevererereeiriresennne .45
Blues On The Fox in New Jersey.....ccvneeneneeenenenennns .45
Aurora, IL! We hope it will New Orledns......ccoeueeveereeneerernernennennas 46
reorganize and return next Broadeast. ... 48
year. As we go to press the REVIEWS ... 50
only details that we have Blues Birthdays.............cccccooveeneene 54
received so far about the Junior’s Art Page ... ....55
King Biscuit Blues Festival Imagine Sampler #36 .56
is that due to their federal Subscribe. ..., .58
grants being on hold, the Sugar Mae..............ccervvree. ....60
board is now working on Festivals 2024-25 ...............occon... 62

plans to have only one
stage, reduce the days of the
festival to Friday and
Saturday with a possible jam
on Thursday. See their FB

On the cover: Photo by Shirley
Mae Owens

www.bigcitybluesmag.com

June-July 2025  Big City Rhythm & Blues 5
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Bob-0, Sugar & C-Note selling Big City Rhylhm & Blues
subscrlpilons at the Tampa Bay Blues Fest.

page for updates.

As the saying goes, “One
door closes, many open up!”
The East Coast is buzzing with
Blues Fests - Mardi Gras On
The Boardwalk, Mitchfest,
Briggs Farm, The Quantum
Leap Music Fest and White
Mountain Boogie N’ Blues Fest!
There are a lot of choices out
there from coast to coast as well
as on the high seas so get out
there and support live music!

Between issues Big City
Rhythm & Blues Magazine will
be working on its #37 CD
Sampler, Celebrating the 30th
Anniversary. It is a great way
to get your music heard and is a
favorite bonus for our sub-
scribers who do have CD play-
ers and look forward to every
sampler. To get your song spot
reserved and for more details

please email blues@bigcity-
bluesmag.com.

Speaking of subscribers, I
would like to thank all the new
and renewed subscribers! So
many subscribers often tell me
how much they love the maga-
zine or they have renewed
because they have missed read-
ing a real magazine. It is easy to
subscribe at www.bigcityblues-
mag.com or call 248-582-1544.
Plus, when you subscribe you
will receive a bonus - such as
with a two subscription you can
have a free, bona fide
Crossroads t-shirt. Or, with a
two subscription you can add a
year or send a year to a
friend...!

Finally, over the past 25
years I have been hosting a get
together - Sugar Mae’s Blues

* Camp (7/18 & 19, 25), Up

6 Big City Rhythm & Blues ® June-July 2025

Photos/ShlrIey Mae Owens

Sugar & Big Llou, Blues Music
Awards, 5/8/25

North at the beautiful Sleeping
Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore. It is always a very
relaxed, laid back family-like
getaway from the hustle of the
big city - to do what you want,
like enjoy a bonfire and have
some fun - beautiful water,
beaches, hiking the dunes, lis-
tening to blues by our historical
writer Capt. Dirk and others.
RSVP & more information at
blues@bigcitybluesmag.com.

Take the high road, when
you get to a crossroads, take it,
may the river be with you, may
the wind be at your back. Surf’s
up, mahola, aloha and don’t for-
get to boogie!

Hope, peace & happiness,

Best,

Shirley Mae Owens aka
Sugar

1. Tab Benoit - | Hear Thunder

2. John Primer - Grown in
Mississippi

3. Brandon Santini - Which Way
Do We Go?

4. DK Harrell - Talkin’ Heavy

5.Tas Cru Band - All Natural
Cage Free & Fan Fed

6. Kid Ramos - Strange Things
Happening

7. Christopher Wyze & The Tellers -
Live In Clarksdale

8. Carolyn Wonderland - Love Is

9. The Boneshakers - Live To
Be This

10. Alexis P. Suter Band - Just
Stay High

11. Big City Rhythm & Blues
Magazine’s CD Sampler #36-
Imagine

o

CITY
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Founding Editor
Robert Jr Whitall
April 14, 1948 - April 24, 2024
Publisher & Editor
Marketing Captain & Photographer
Shirley Mae Owens
Graphic Design & Production
Charlie Auringer

Copy Editor
Guy Powell
Assistant to the Publisher
And distribution specialist
Bob Monteleone
Contributing Writers
Bob Baugh, Peggy Brown, Laura
Carbone, Ro Daley, Steve Daniels, David
Glynn, Mike Griffin, Robin Hathaway,
Eric Harabadian, Deak Harp, Kevin
Johnson, Bob Krause, Jen Littleton,
Carol Marble, Karen McFarland, Bob
Monteleone, Shirley Mae Owens, Guy
Powell, Julia Magness, Richard Radbil,
Michael Richardson, Dick Shurman,
John Sinclair, Carlin C-Note Smith,
Albert Varosi , Erin Vickers, Bob-O
Walesa, Carolyn Walkup, Kim Welsh,
Dirk Wissbaum

Contributing Artists
Scott Dedenbach, Bette Evans,
Jan Kaulins, Plastic Crimewave,
Rick Ruby, Robert Jr Whitall, Kim
Welsh

Contributing Photographers
Charles Auringer, Laura Carbone, Peter
Hurley, Bob Krause, Aigars Lapsa, Jim

Mills, Shirley Mae Owens, John
Rockwood, Lindsay Shannon, Roman
Sobus, Dick Waterman, Robert Jr
Whitall, Dirk Wissbaum

BIG CITY BLUES MAGAZINE is
published bimonthly by Detroit Blues
Magazine, L.L.C., P.O. Box 1805, Royal
Oak, MI 48068-1805. Copyright © 2025
Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine L.L.C.
All rights reserved. No part of this publica-
tion may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, or otherwise, without the
express written permission of the publisher.
Unsolicited materials, CDs, photos and
manuscripts sent to Big City Blues
will not be returned and Big City Blues can
not be held responsible for these materials.

To SUBSCRIBE to
Big City Blues, for one year

(6 issues)—In USA send $45.

In Canada add $10
Outside US/Canada add $50.00 to:
Big City Blues Magazine

P.O. Box 1805,

ROYAL OAK, MI 48068-1805
blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
www.bigcitybluesmag.com

Sugar and Junior on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/BigCityBluesMagazine
www.facebook.com/bigcityblues

X@bigcitybluesmag

Call now for advertising
and marketing help for our

Bug/Sept 2025 Issue!

(248) 582-1544
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CHRISTOPHER VWYZE
& THE 1ELLERS

Coming April 18th!

LIVE m GLARKSDALE

Filmed & Recorded at
Shack Up Inn — Clarksdale, Mississippi

8 charting “Stuck in the Mud” tunes,
+ more blues + live show video

Available Now!

STUGK w ve MUD

STUCK'IN THE MUD An RMR Top 40 Blues Album of 2024 Memphis, Tennessee Stream or Buy

RELEASED v

JOHN PRIMER™ 5~

GROWN IN MISSISSIPPI

A TRIBUTE TO MY HOME

FEATURED ARTISTS

i %l - -ROBBY.RUSH. i
R\MER - | fie
L“" 91 ST MG
g’t e 3V o Y . \EDEN BRENT.
| B L&Y ucm‘um MALCOLM
‘z.‘:,':,‘iu: s s B ' ‘GARY VINCENT
| R e '; , LEE WILLIAMS
¢ s ! DEAK HARP -
RICKEY “QUICKSAND" MARTIN
HARVELL THOMAS JR.
BILLY EARHEART
STEVE BELL
ALIYA PRIMER

ORDER NOW! ROSALIND WILCOX

“ AVAILABLE AT JOHNPRIMERBLUES.COM & BLUESHOUSEPRODUCTIONS.CO%IW_ S

PROGUCTICNE

i
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